


“BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


_—_ 


Fiast Session, 24rn Concress. 


——_—— 














such sums as shall bear a just proportion to their 
Federal numbers. 

Mr. WISE inquired why his colleague lim- 
ited the distribution to the proceeds of the last 
two years a 
Mr. MERCER replied, because he wished to 
avoid the difficulty of meeting the argument of 
withdrawing-so much from the magnificent 
schemes of expenditure now going forward, and 
for other purposes. : 

Mr. WISE inquired what was the probable 
amount of the proceeds of the public lands for 
that period ? 

Mr. MERCER understood it to be about six- | 
teen million dollars. 

Mr. WISE would suggest to gentlemen who 
wished to debate this question that then was the | 
accepted time. In this way, and this way only, 
could that question ever be debated. 

Mr. MERCER then modified his proposition | 
by extending the time to four years; and it was 
rejected. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN rose and indicated his in- | 
tention of submitting a proposition for the erection | 
of a marine hospital at Memphis, Tennessee, | 

| 
the amendment | 
| 


$15,000. 
Mr. H. said, that in offerin 

which he was about to do, if ‘ was to consult | 
his own judgment, he would niost assuredly defer | 
it until the bill, which, it was said, would be | 
reported by the Committee on Commerce, ih 
favor of a general and uniform system of marine 
hospitals, came up for consideration. He consid- 
ered the subject one worthy of the consideration | 
of Congress; the wants and necessities of such | 
an establishment were more in demand on the 
western waters than elsewhere. The diseases of 
the climate, the universal resort of citizens of all | 
parts of the United States, (he might say of the | 
civilized world,'}) combine to present this as a | 
subject of deep solicitude to the people of the far 
West. In returning from New Orleans, about the 
commencement of the sickly season, Memphis, | 
perhaps with a single exception, is the first point 
of highland. Those who contract the diseases of | 
the climate incident to the lower latitudes, as well 
as those who have suffered from attacks of cholera 
and small pox, (which is not unfrequent,) have | 
to land at this point. Many have there died, and 
have gone to theirlong homes without receiving the | 
assistance that the law of humanity in every civ- 
ilized country upon the globe should guaranty to | 
the stranger, when cast abroad, sick and afflicted, | 
in aforeignland. The citizens of Memphis are | 
entitled to the everlasting gratitude of the States 
in the valley of the Mississippi, for the exertions | 
they have always made for the ease, the comfort, | 
andthe cure of the sick and afflicted from other | 
countries cast upon their hospitality. They have 
even exerted themselves beyond their means for | 
this humane a With a population of | 
fifteen hundred, or two thousand, perhaps, they 
have paid, for this purpose, sometimes, that | 
number of dollars yearly, for medical assistance | 
and nursing, and those nourishments which are 
indispensable for such a purpose, to those dis- 
abled and diseased strangers. The State of Ten- 
nessee has made some appropriations to build 
a hospital at this point. At the last session of 
Congress a sum, perhaps $5,000, was appro- 
priated by the House of Representatives to aid 
the State of Tennessee in the establishment of 
this institution at Memphis; but owing to the 
want of time, or some other cause, the Senate did 
not act upon it. Tennessee is less concerned in | 
this than any other State in the Union, so far as 
respects her own citizens... If their sick can get 
that nigh home, (to Memphis,) then resident | 
friends or relatives can immediately fly to their | 
assistance. But ihe citizens of other States can- | 
not enjoy this benefit. ‘They are far from their | 
homes, their friends, and their firesides; and | 











although their bodies may be racked with pain, | 
their systems charged with disease, yet there is | 
no friend, no relation, to administer consolation, 
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to soften affliction, or smooth the pillow of death. | 
They die in a distant land, uncomforted, neglect- | 
ed, and too frequently unattended to. This will | 
always be so upon such a highway as the great | 
river Mississippi, where five hundred thousand | 
persons ananelly travel; where the small pox, the | 
cholera, and the diseases of a southern climate, 

revail. 

hairman, on behalf of my colleague, [Mr. Dun- 
LaP,] who is the immediate Representative of the | 
district comprehending the town of Memphis, and 
who is now absent from his seat by indisposition, 
I know'he has this subject much at heart; and by 
offering the amendment here, when the bill is 
reported to the House, he can then take such a | 
course as his judgment shall dictate to him on | 
that occasion. For myself, when the general 
bill to establish marine hospitals shall come up, 
(which I think the most suitable occasion,) I shall 
then advocate a provision for a hospital at Mem- 
phis on a respectable scale. 

The ameoliene was then rejected. 

Mr. HAWES moved the sum of $250 for print- 
ing the report of the select committee made at the 
last session of Congress, in relation to the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point; which was rejected. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, moved the 
sum of $30,000 for the erection of a marine hos- 
pital at Maysville, Kentucky; which was rejected. 

Mr. LOYALL proposed the sum of $500 for a 
marble bust of the late Chief Justice Marshall; 
which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, the com- 
mittee then rose and reported the bill and amend- 
ments to the House, and the same were ordered to 
be printed. 

The House then, at ec 
journed. 





ight o’clock, p. m., ad- 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, -pril 16, 1836. 

Mr. HARRISON, on leave, presented several 
petitions for post routes; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. 
GRAVES, P. C. FULLER, REYNOLDS, of 
Illinois, ADAMS, and SEVIER, and referred. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, presented the 
petition of the heirs of Colonel Daniel Cresap, 
praying relief for services performed in the war of 
the Revolution, and for which, no compensation 
was ever given. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
On motion of Mr. PARKS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Anson, in the county of Somerset, 
through North New Portland and Lexington, to Dead river, 
in the said county of Somerset, and State of Maine. 


On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, it 
was v 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roods be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route in the State of Illinois, from Unity 
to the mouth of the Ohio. 


On motion of Mr. JUDSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and justice of refunding 
thirty dollars to Eli Horton, which sum was paid by him 


February, 1835, for a patent which the said Horton has 
never taken ont, and has abandoned. 

Mr. JARVIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by consent, was considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House the number of sick and disabled 
seamen received during the year 1835 into each of the ma- 
rine hospitals; the expense of sustaining each of those 
establishments, including the pay of superintendents, physi- 
cians, nurses, and al other persons employed, and all con- 
tingencies; the average expense per week of a patient in 
each of the hospitals, and the eae expense per week 
incurred during the same year in relief of sick and 


|| disabled seamen in those collection districts in which there 


is not a marine hospital. 
ital money collected 
ture for the relief of si 


Also, the whole amount of hos- 
and the whole amount of expend- 
ck and disabled seamen within each 


I therefore offer this amendment, Mr. |! 





into the Treasury of the United States on the 20th day of | 
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collection district within the United States daring the same 


year. 


Mr. BOON submitted the following resolutions; 
which, by consent, were considered, and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasurybe directed 
to furnish this House with a statement showing the quan- 
tity, in acres, of public land unsold at the time of the last 


| quarterly return of sales, and within the limits of the several 


States and organized Territories. Also, the number of acres 


| which have been appropriated for internal improvements, 


education, or charitable institutions; showing, under sep- 
arate heads, the quantity of land unsold in each State and 
Territory; and to what States and Territories, or bodies 


| politic, grants of land have been mad, and the quantity to 


each. 

Resolved, That the Secretary ef the Treasury inform this 
House what amount of money has been paid by the United 
States for the title to the public lands, including the pay- 
ments made under the Louisiana and Florida treaties, the 
compact with Georgia, the settlement with the Yazoo 


; Claimants, the contracts with the several Indian tribes, 
| and the expenditures for compensation to commissioners, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| 
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| 


| clerks, surveyors, and other officers, enployed by the United 


States for the management and sale of the western domain ; 
also, the gross amount of money received at the public 
Treasury as the proceeds of sales of pablic lands, and the 
sums still due from supposed solvent parchasers, 


AMERICAN ARCHIVES. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
it was 

Resolved, Thatthe report of the Secretary of State, dated 
the 22d of December, 1834, numbered thirty six among the 
documents of the first session of the T’wenty-Third Con- 
gress, and the papers accompanying the same, be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with the following 
instructions: 

Ist. To inquire into the propriety of repealing the act of 
the 2d March, 1833, and rescinding the contract made by 
virtue thereof, by Edward Livingston, on the part of the 
United States, and Clark & Ferce, for the publication of 
the “ Documentary History of the Revolution,” and to pay 
the expenditures incurred by said pablishers in consequence 
of said contract. 

2d. If that is not proper to be done, then to inquire inte 
the propriety of better regulating said contract ; directing the 
number and size of the volumes, and the sum to be paid 
for the same, and the time for the completion ot said publi- 
cation, and the best and proper means of snperintendin 
said publication, and directing the documents to be inserte 
in said publication. 


CAPTAIN WILLIAMS’S SURVEY. 
_Mr. HARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day: 
Resolved, That there be printed five thousand extra copies 


| of Captain Williams’s report of the result of the survey of 


a canal route connecting the waters of Lakes Erie and On- 


tario, made by hin during the summer of 1835, together 
With the accompanying maps. 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 
On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, and by 


unanimous consent, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Hawes in 
the chair,) on the bill granting half pay to 
widows and orphans, where their husbands and 
fathers have died, or shall hereafter die, of 


| wounds received in the military service of the 


United States, in certain cases. 

After a few explanatory remarks by Mr. Wair- 
TLEseY, the committee rose, reported the bill te 
the House without amendment, and it was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
Subsequently the bill was read a third time, and 
passed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office received ‘from the sur- 
veyor general of Illinois and Missouri, accom- 
panied by sundry documents; which was laid on | 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

il. A ietter from the Secretary of War, trans 
mitting, from the Topographical Bureau, a report 
and survey of a ship channel to connect the 
waters of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, and ordered to be. printed. ‘ 

Iff. Communications from the Register and 
First and Third Auditors of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the 11th instant, trans- 
mitting a list of the clerks, their duties, &«., 





en 


eae Te eae 
0 hee ee aleteal 


ae ae ey 


Pe 


igh ace 


<P aaaete ae 


ee ee 


he a 
Mio Aa, sets: 
deoolumaas J 


a 


oe 


ee a 
hg : ‘ ‘ ‘ see 
‘ ae str 


AN a Re a 


0 ical Mego 
5 


8 te agen TD. ¥ 
ee ee re ee ee 
4 yt ra bi 





‘3 


¥ een ee ri 
> ers Re Bee 
Pee TR SENS re see 





if 
18 
4 

a 


: 

4 
ty 

. 


2 


370 





LL A A TL 


employed in their offices; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. HANNEGAN asked the consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the second Monday in May, and the three 
succeeding days, after the hour of twelve o’clock, be set 
apart for the consideration of the bill to graduate and reduce 
the price of the epee lands, together with such other prop- 
ositions as may be involved in the final settlement of the 

estion, and more especially the propriety of suspending 
urther sales, except to actual settlers and residents; pro- 
vided so much tinre as is above specified shall be required 
for the purpose. 

Objection being made, Mr. HanNeGAN moved 
to suspend the rule; and to show that his motion 
was notan idle one, which was made to consume 
time, he would not call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ASHLEY asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rule was then neg- 
atived. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House, pursuant to the special order 
adopted on rerscury last, took up the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the 

The bill was reported at a late 





ee 1836. 
1 


our last night, 


from the Committee of the Whole on the state of | Mr 2 etitl 
|| William Patterson, of the city of Dublin, in Ire- 


the Union, with sundry amendments, and the 
question was on concurring with the committee in 
their report. 

Various amendments made in the body of the 
bill were then read, and concurred in without a 
division. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved to non-con- 
cur in the amendment proposed by himself, and 
adopted by the committee, in relation to the al- 


lowance to the district attorney of Florida, under || c 
| a patent be granted to him, or to his legal repre- 
|| sentatives in the United States; which was re- 


the acts for the settlement of private land claims 
in Florida; which was agreed to. 


The Committee of the Whole had stricken out | m Bas 
| Mr. BLACK presented the petition of William 


the following item : 


' 
* For office rent and fuel for all the surveyor’s offices, 


1,000.” 

Mr. CORWIN moved to non-concur in that 
amendment, so as to restore the clause to the bill. 
Mr. C. made a few remarks in support of the pro- 
vision in question, and seletted to the recom- 


mendation for it by the Commissioner of the 
Land Office. 


asked for the yeas and nays on the question of 
concurrence; which were ordered. 

The original clause was further advocated by 
Messrs. JOHNSON of Louisiana, RIPLEY, 
and ASHLEY; and opposed by Messrs. VAN- 
DERPOEL, LINCOLN, BOON, and BOND. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment of the committee bein 
clause was accordingly vail 
one 23. 

undry amendments of merely verbal or cler- 
ical character were moved by Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, and agreed to by the House. 

The committee proposed to strike out the fol- 
lowing clause: 

For the Documentary History of the American Revo- 
lution, per act of 9th March, 1833, $20,000.” 


Mr. EVERETT excepted to the amendment 


en out—yeas 129, 


a a ee 





|| berlan 


1} 


Mr. HARDIN opposed the allowance, and | 





| of Leslie Coombs, 


concurred in, the | 
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tion to be taken on the amendment of the com- 
mittee to strike out. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. 
ADAMS in favor of the appropriation, and by 
Mr. SMITH against it; when Mr. PEARCE, of 
Rhode Island, obtained the floor; but gave way to 

Mr. LANE, on whose motion 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, -4pril 18, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in answer to the resolution 
of the Senate of the 13th instant, inquiring the 
amount of muney in the Treasury up to the 31st 


of March last; in what banks the same is depos- | 


their liabilities; also, the receipts for customs, 
| &e.; and, 
On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, it was 


ited, and the capabilit 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


| Mr EWING, of Ohio, presented petitions on 

| the subject of a change in the location of the Cum- 
vents which were laid on the table. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 


|| Peter Bradley, praying for a pension; which was 
|| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 


land, representing that he has invented a valuable 
| improvement in the art of tanning hides and skins 
by an article not heretofore used for that purpose, 
| and applicable also to tanning ropes and sails, 
| and to dyeing. He wishes to take out a patent 
| from the United States; and not being a citizen 


|| of the United States, he prays that that part of 
|| the patent law be dispensed with which requires 


citizenship or a residence of two years, and that 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Bryan; which was referred to'the Committee on 
| Public Lands. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 


|, Naval Affairs, reported the bill making appropri- 


| ations for the naval service, with several amend- 
| ments; which were read, 
Mr. S., from the same committee, reported, 
| without amendment, the joint resolution of the 
| House, referring the petition and papers of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton to the Secretary of the 
Navy, with instructions to report thereon. 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, to whom had been referred the petition 
rgported a bill for his relief; 
| which was read, talcaiees toa second reading. 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported the bill for the relief of Henry 
Stoddart, without amendment. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, leave was granted 
to Elizabeth Smith to withdraw her petition and 
| papers. 


STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of Pro- 


fessor Lieber, on the subject of a statistical work 
on the United States, in preparation by him, and 


on the ground of its rejecting a provision to earry || praying for the aid of Congress. Mr. C. spoke 


into effect a valid and binding contract, and asked 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. PHILLIPS produced the contract made 
by Mr. Secretary Livingston with Clarke and 
orce, and a letter addressed by them to Mr. 
Secretary Forsyth; which were read by the 
Clerk. 

The debate was continued by Mr. THOMP- 
SON of South Carolina, and Mr. CHAMBERS 
of Pennsylvania, in favor of the clause, and by 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON against it. 


of the work in terms of Ingh approbation, and 
moved the printing. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, he had had the honor 
of an acquaintance with Professor Lieber, and 
believed him to be a gentleman of much experi- 
ence, and an accurate and judicious writer. He 
had read, too, the memorial which the member 
from South Carolina had présented, and he 
thought it a very able and comprehensive plan, 
or outline, for a useful and important work on 
the statistics of the United States. How far Con- 


Mr. CARTER then submitted an amendment || gress might be inclined to patronize sach a work 


to the clause directing the Secretary of State to 
notify Clarke and Force to discontinue the said 
work, and to ascertain the probable amount of 


he could not say, but he thought it would be 
|| useful to give publicity to this plan; and he hoped 
|, the member from South Carolina would ask for 


damages that would be incurred by rescinding |; the printing of twice the usual number, so that 


the contract, and to report the same to Congress || some few oo might be distributed. 


at the next session. 


Mr. SPEIGHT suggested to the gentleman to 
withdraw hisamendment, and to permit the ques- 


Mr. CALHOUN modified his motion so as to 


make it for printing double the usual number, and 
in this form it was agreed to 
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FORTIFICATION ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 
On motion of Mr. SWIFT, the resolution di- 


|| recting the Secretary of War to cause a survey 


to be made, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
most eligible site for a fortification on Lake Cham- 
plain, was taken up, and, after a slight discus- 


sion, 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend it by adding 
a provision directing a survey to be made, for the 
same purpose, of the coast of the Mississippi, 

| bordering on the Gulf of Mexico.* 

‘After some remarks from Mr. WALKER, the 
question was taken on his amendment and lost. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


THE LAND DISTRIBUTION BILL. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN laid on the table the res- 


of such banks to meet || olutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, instruct- 


|| ing their Senators and Representatives to vote for 
| the distribution land bill. 


PREEMPTION CLAIMS. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States be requested to ascertain gnd report to the Sen- 
ate of the United States, with as little delay as practicable, 
the quantity of the public lands of the United States secured 
| by claimants under the various acts of Congress granting 
preémptions since the adoption of the cash system, specify- 
|| ing in said report the quantity so secured each year. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

‘| Mr. DAVIS your a petition from sundry 
|| citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, praying 
| for the abolition of,slavery and the slave trade in 














| the District of Columbia. 

| . Mr. GRUNDY moved to lay the petition on 

the table. 

| Mr. WHITE said he presumed that the proper 
course would be to reject the prayer of the peti- 

tion, as had been done in the case of the memo- 

rial of the Society of Friends; and he moved to 


reject it accordingly. 


| 
| 
j 





| “Mr. GRUNDY then moved to lay that motion 
on the table; which was agreed to. 


| CARRYING THE MAILS. 


The joint resolution for changing the time of 
making contracts for carrying the mails was read 
the third time and passed. 

This resolution makes the contract year com- 
mence onthe Ist of July. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS WEST. 


The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, unfavorable to the petition of the repre- 
sentatives of Captain Thomas West, deceased, 
was concurred in. 


RESOLUTIONS DISPOSED OF. 


The resolution submitted on Friday by Mr. 
Linn was agreed to; and the resolution sub- 
mitted on the same day by Mr. Kent was laid 
on the table. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT—WISCONSIN. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Honse to the 
bill to establish the territorial government of Wis- 
consin, reported that the committee had agreed 
to recommend to the Senate to recede from its 
er. to the amendment of the House; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. B., the Senate receded ac- 
cordingly. 
CARRYING MAILS ON RAILROADS. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate took 
up the bill to authorize contracts for the transpor- 
tation of the United States mail and property on 
railroads. 

Mr. G. said the report of the committee em- 
braced the principles and epiaiped the objects 
upon which it was intended to support this bill. 
This was ho party méasure, nor Was it gotten up 
for tempora purpowes and whatever of merit 
there might be nit, or whatever matter of recom- 
mendation it had, was in the measure itself, and 
in the effect it would produce upon the whole 
Spent let the Government be in whose hands 
it might. 

He subscribed most heartily to the patriotic 
sentiment expressed some days since by the Sen- 

















ator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] ‘that, what- 
ever our political or party differences might be, 
still there were some subjects paramount to all 
party considerations, and upon them at least we 
should act without reference to party.’’ And this 
measure (said Mr. G.) is believed to be of that 
description. He therefore invoked no aid from 
his political friends on party grounds; and he 
hoped those of the Opposition would fairly, and 
without prepedints consider the subject, and give 
or withhol 

victions of its propriety and utility. 

By the Constitution of the United States, the 
whole subject of post offices and post roads was 
confided to the Eoneral Government, and the 
States had no power left over it; from which, he 
would infer, that there was a strong moral as 
well as constitutional obligation upon this Gov- 
ernment so to use this power as to produce the 
greatest benefits to the citizens of the States. 

How were these benefits to be produced? Onl 


by a safe and expeditious transmission of intel- | 


lizence and communication of all kinds, which 
might be placed in the mails throughout the coun- 
try. Of the necessity of a safe transmission, he 
need say nothing, as all would at once perceive 
it. Of the necessit 
remark, that one of the great purposes of the mail 
establishment was to give™general information, 


political and commercial, and especially of the | 


state of the market abroad, and in our principal 
cities, that speculators might not avail themselves 
of private expresses, and thereby obtain the 
property of the laboring part of the community 
at a lower price than it was worth, 

Let us now see (said Mr. G.) what is the true 
state of things, if the Government shall not have 
the use of those railroads. Six miles an hour 
upon a macadamized road (say the road from 
Baltimore to Wheeling) is as great speed as has 
been attained by teams and coaches; and in Eng- 
land, where, regardless of expense, roads had 
been made perfectly level, ten miles an hour on 
them was the greatest speed. The speed of a 
locomotive on railroads would average fifteen 
miles. If, then, these railroads were not to be 
used for the transportation of the mail, private 
intelligence would arrive at a place two hundred 
and fifty miles distant, while the mail had only 
traveled one hundred miles. By this means the 
utility of the mail was ina great degree destroyed. 
He therefore concluded that the Government must 
have the benefit of these railroads in some way. 
Suppose (said Mr. G.) you make a contract for 
four years, at a reasonable rate, on 4 particular 
railroad—from that moment all competition is at 
an end, and, at the end of the four years, you are 
completely in the power of the company as to 
price. He had, therefore, a fortunate 
that so few contracts had been effecte 

Another idea exists, (said Mr. G.,) which is, that 
the Government shall, by law, declare these rail- 


roads post routes, and then contract with persons | 


to carry the mail on them in cars P 
Government or the contractor, T 
would be perhaps the most expensive plan of 
transporting the mail that could be devised. Grant 
the power of this Government to transport the 
mail on them—it would scarcely be contended that 
the right to transport passengers or private prop- 
erty existed. If, then, these engines and cars 
were to be procured, and kept in operation for the 
sole purpose of carrying the mail, the expenses 
could not be borne by the Government. Not so 
with a railroad company. A small increase of 
their means of transportation would enable them 
to take the mail and its superintendent, 

He had heard another plan suggested, which 
was, that as these companies were common car- 
riers, the mail carrier employeéby the Post 
Office artment would have the — right to 
demand the transportation of himself and mail at 
the usual legal rates. Admit this to be so, (said 
Mr. G.,) you put the mail, as to the time of its de- 
parture and arrival, entirely in the power of a 
corporation, proverbially heartless at all times, 
but especially so when at variance with you upon 
the subject of money transactions. If the Post- 
master General were not to control and fix the 
times of the departures and arrivals of the mails, 
a derangement and disorganization would ensue, 
the evil effects of which could not be calculated. 


rovided by the 


is, he thought, | 


| 


their support according to their con- || 


| 
| 


| 


| 
for expedition, he would | 
| 














If two hours’ delay should take place between 
this and Baltimore, the mail of one day would be 


'| brin 
|| vid 


lost to all post offices east and north, not only on | 


the main line, but on all the dependants or lateral 
mail lines; and the same consequences would 
follow south and west upona failure on the great 
southern line. This proves (said Mr. G.) that 
you or the Post Office Department must have the 
control of the railroads, as to the times of depart- 
ure and arrival of the mails. Besides, the mails 
had to be delayed in some of the offices, for short 


such cases, the managers of engines and cars must 
wait, or there would be failures; and when the 
Post Office Department was in controversy with 
| these companies they would intentionally produce 
those failures. Besides, our stipulation in a con- 
tract should be, in case of injury to an engine 
carrying the mail, the first that could be had 
should be taken, if it stopped the transportation 
cars. 

Upon an examination of all the plans and sug- 
| gestions he had heard, he could see no plan so 
practicable as that contained in the bill by which 
| to secure the advantages of the railroads for the 
| transportation of the mail; besides, all collision 
and irritation between this Government and the 
States, and their incorporated companies, will be 
avoided. 





were State charters, granted by State Legislatures 


over them, except that which might arise from 


roads. Was there, then, any wisdom in having 
| a controversy with these companies, when we 
| could, at a reasonable price, procure valuable and 





'| transferred to Baltimore or New 


them into agents of great public benefit? 
So strong was his conviction of the great utility 
of these railroads asa means of defending the coun- 


He was, in the general,as much opposed to mo- | 
| nopolies and incorporations as any one; but here 


competent to grant them; and we had no power | 


the authority in the Constitution to establish post | 


try, that, so soon as a reasonable number of forti- | 
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up the disputed questions which |} 
thé people of the country. 
Without examination, it might be apprehended 


|| that the scheme would involve the Government in 


|| the concerns of these companies. 
|| Mr. G.;) no money is to 


Not so, (said 
advanced until the 


|| road, or some important section of it, isin actual 
|| use, and then only for that part of it which is 


|| completed. 
|| barked in by the Government, but it would 


ed i rt || ceed on absolute certainties. 
periods, to be distributed and exchanged; and, in | 


No visionary schemes would be em- 
pro- 


This measure was recommended by its equal 
operation and beneficial effects in all the States. 


|| Every State was now engaged in constructing, 
|| and would have railroads 


ssing through them. 
In a short time all would have the benefits of 


|| these contracts extended to them. 


! 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 





indispensible services from them, and change || 


fications should be erected, and the principal roads | 


| 

| 

| now projected should be completed, he should 

| consider this country perfectly secured against 
foreigninvasion. ‘Ten thousand men, with their 
arms, could be brought from Baltimore to this 

place in three hours; the militia, from the whole 
interior east of the Alleghany Mountains, could 
be placed on the sea-coast in two or three days; 
the physical strength of Philadelphia could be 

ork in a few 

hours; and each of these cities could be brought 

to the relief of Philadelphia, if needed, in the 

same period of time. 

Should the two great routes in the western 
country, which had been projected under very 
favorable auspices, be effected, New Orleans 
would never again be in danger. If the road from 
New Orleans to Nashville were in operation, in 
three days men could be sent from the latter to 
the former place; they could be sent from the 
most populous parts of Mississippi in half the 
time. 

If the road from Charleston to Cincinnati should 
be completed, the militia of the back country, 
even embracing a portion of Tennessee, could be 
transferred to C 
hours in case of an invasion. 

The advantages of these railroads to the Gov- 
ernment were too apparent to require further illus- 
tration. What objections could be urged? It 
could not be objected that State rights were in- 
vaded. According to the views of the strictest 
sect of State-rights men, here was no attempt at 
jurisdiction. The States and their incorporations 
retained all the power over the roads; this Gov- 
ernment did not become a partner, nor had it any 
control in any manner over them. It contracts 
with the company to receive the mail at a given 
time, and to deliver it dt a certain place, before or 
at atime specified in the contract, in the same wa 





that it now contracted with an individual who 
was to transport it in stages or coaches. 

The friends of internal improvement by the 
General Government could not say that this 
measure corflicted with their principles. It nei- 
ther affirmed nor denied them. It was free from 
the controversy growing out of that subject. 

It would affo 


incidental aid to the construc- 
tion of railroads; but, at the same time, did not 


| subject the w 


It might be apprehended that the Government 
might lose the money advanced, by a failure of 
the company. This was very improbable. It 
was not to be expected that Congress would make 


| any contract until it had well examined the ability 


of the company, its connection with the State 
government in which the road was located, the 
importance of the road itself, in relation to the 
points it connected, and those through which it 
passed. Further, a lien was to be had upon the 
road itself, and every kind of property appurte- 
nant to it; and in case of a failure to comply with 
the contract, proceedings were to take place te 

Role to the payment of the money 


| advanced by the Government. 





If a company should fail, and proceedings be 


| instituted against them, the General Government 


| ought not—and he was willing so to 


rovide—to 
become the purchaser. If the road should be of 
value, other purchasers would come forward and 
buy it; and the property on which the lien ex- 
isted would always be sufficient to secure the 


| Government; for no money was to be advanced 


| except the road should be finished, or a section 


of it sufficiently important for the transportation 


| of the mail thereon, 


{| 
| increased expedition, 


| 


Upon what principle were these contracts to 
be made? This was a matter for the decision 
of others, and not his. He should himself be 
willing that a fair compensation should be fixed 
on for the transportation of the mail and other 
public property; then advance asum which would 
produce an interest, the amount of the yearly 
compensation, making a reasonable addition for 


After some further general remarks, Mr. G. 


|| said it was his design, at the proper time, to asso- 
|-ciate in the bill the Secretary of War with the 


|| Postmaster General, as the provisions of the bill 


|| appertained to the War as well as the Post Office 
|| Department. 


|| he had presented at an early 


| 
| 





| 
| 


l| 
|| both objects, 
harleston in less than forty-eight | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


j 


#2 


Mr. WEBSTER adverted to two resolutions 
sriod of the ses- 
sion on this subject, and would have brought the 
matter forward at an earlier day had it not been 
for the position in which he stood here as the 
friend of the land bill. If this bill could be brought 
in competition with the land bill, he would give 
that bill the preference; but if there was, in his 
opinion, any enough in the Treasury to meet 

e was disposed to support this 
measure, no matter what party was for or against 


| it, and concurred in the views of the Senator from 


Tennessee, [Mr. Grunpy.]} It was their bounden 
duty to relieve the country from the evils of the 
accumulation of money inthe Treasury. Hethen 
went into a statement to show the amount of 
money in the Treasury, which in the aggregate 
for the present year would amount to about forty- 
one millions, in addition to the seven millions 
from the Bank of the United States. And how 
were wey to dispose of it? He concurred gener- 
ally in the recommendations for appropriations 
for defense from the Department; but gave a 
preference to an increase of the Navy over the 
1 ions. Forts were goad in guarding against 
sudden attacks, but after all we must rely ona” 
superior naval power to keep us free from inva- 
sion, except in those sudden attacks which no 
naval power could guard against. Looking to 
the extent of all reasonable appropriations, he 
thought there must be a large surplus, which they 
were loudly called on todispose of. The state of 
the currency was made up at presen®eef contra- 
dictory elements, in which money was searce, 
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and yet property high, beyond all precedent. 
This paredox might be solved by the propensity 
to draw all the aeeey into the Treasury, and 
hold it there. When t 

a his opinion on the causes, and hoped that 
time 


would soon come; but as it was not neces- | 


sary, in the discussion of this bill, he would not 
go intoitnow. He adverted to the advantages 
of transportation of mails on railroads over other 
roads, and thought, if they could come upon any 


just and reasonable terms, by which it could be | 


effected, it ought to be done, and he would say 
even liberal terms. Companies had auneiptiahed, 
and even exceeded their most sanguine expecta- 
tions in completing and putting their roads in 
use, and their enterprise had far outrun that of 
individuals; and if they could be benefited they 
ought. As he could not see that this measure 
could at all affect the land bill, he should vote for 
it, and hoped the Senate would pass it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he understood that 
this measure was to be taken up merely for the 
purpose of introducing it to the notice of the Sen- 
ate and the public, and then passing it over for 
further consideration. He had not read the bill 
until that morning, and he did not rise to express 
any opinions as to the vote he should give; but it 
seemed to him that there were great difficultics 
attending this measurc. 
stitutional objections as to the mere appropriation 
of money by subscription of stock to internal 


improvements, though he had formed a decided 


opinion as to the jurisdiction of the Governmem 
over internal improvements, believing that over 
them they had no power. He came, however, 


to the conclusion that they should exercise the | 


ower they did possess with extreme caution. 

he vast number of systems for internal im- 
provements started in the different States, which 
sought to be fostered by Congress, showed that 
they were not a body fitted for contracting with 
the interested individuals in the States. 

Though he had no constitutional objections to 
the first section of the bill, yet he feared that it 
would be the commencement of a general system 
of internal improvement. In the State which he 
represented, railroads were becoming as common 
as ordinary turnpike roads. In one part of the 
State two railroads ran parallel to each other for 
a considerable distance. This bill proposed, in 
all cases in which it was proposed to carry the 
mail on a railroad, to advance the company a 
sum, the interest of which would be canal $6 the 
compensation for carrying the mail and troops 
of the United States-on such road. This prineci- 


ple would connect the United States with war 


railroad over which the mail was to be carriet 

and what security had the Government that the 
railroad company would perform its part of the 
contract, except under the last section of the bill, 
by bringing a suit against them, though they 
might be insolvent? If gentleman could make 


any suggestions, showing how the benefits of the | 
railroads could be secured to the United States, | 


without the difficulties that presented themselves, 
he would be ready to give up his objections, and 
vote for the bill as the least of evils. The United 
States were not to acquire jurisdiction over these 


roads. Then cases might oceur in which it would | 


become the interest of these companies to suffer 


e occasion came he would | 


He never had any con- | 


these roads to be taken from them by legal pro- || 


cess; and in what position would the Govern- |. 


ment then be? 

Again, railroads in this country were but in 
their infancy. Vast improvements were making, 
and had been made, within the last ten years. 
Ten years ago the great object was to get a level; 
itwas now discovered that an ascent of sixty feet 
in a mile was not too much. The science of rail- 
road making was now in its infancy; and, by 
giving an advance to these companies, the Govy- 
ernment would be bound to them for all time, no 
matter what improvements might be made in 
roads running parallel with them. 

If this land bill should pass, or a bill to lend 


suggested, the easiest thing in the world would 
be to insert a provision, that where the States 


the United States shall be carried on such terms || money too. 
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; ornot. If it could be so modified as to obviate 
some strong objections that presented themselves, 
he would cheerfully give it his support. 

Mr. CALHOUN admitted, that if something 
was not done the transmission of intelligence 
would be transferred from the General Govern- 
ment to the railroad corporations. He thought, 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, there were 
great objections to this bill. He saw very clearly, 
if they commenced this system, that there was 
great danger of its ultimately ending in a system 
|| ofinternal improvements. ‘There was no knowing 

the extent to which these contracts would be car- 

ried; and there was also a great difficulty in fixing 

_what would be an adequate compensation. He 

_ would mention another difficulty that could not 
well be guarded against. 

| the interest of these companies to fulfill their con- 
tracts, they would do so; but when it became 
their interest not to fulfill them, and they failed 
to comply with their engagements, there was no 
remedy but a suit for the return of the funds ad- 
womneil, 


Mr. WEBSTER said, the remarks he had made || 


were confined to the general object of the bill, 
and thought the details might be altered in regard 
_ to the perpetuity or limitation of contracts. He 
would, however, take it for granted that the power 
was given in the bill to have modified contracts. 
' He was glad the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Catnovun] saw no constitutional objections, 
and had suggested difficulties which might be 
remedied. 
Mr. GRUNDY remarked, that there was noth- 
ing in the bill about the duration of contracts. 


knew that the charters of the railroad companies 
in many of the States were limited. 

__ He had now obtained his object in bringing the 
bill to the notice of the Senate. Neither he nor 
the committee supposed the bill was perfect; and 
they were obliged to geatlemen for any sugges- 
tions they thought proper to make. He hoped 
they would examine the subject further, and come 
to aconclusion to give it their support. 

Mr. CLAY’S opinion heretofore expressed in 
regard to the power of the Government to con- 
struct roads was unchanged. He had little 
doubt that this measure, if adopted, would end in 

/a complete revival of the system of internal im- 
provement. — su: 
itself, but this bill proposed a new principle, an 


entire change; and the people would want to || 


know whether some diminution of postage was 
not going to be had, as it was to be supported 
from the surplus funds in the Treasury? He was 
struck with the spirit of speculation both in Eng- 
land and in this country in regard to railroads, 
and alluded to a paper he had read, (published in 
England,) giving an account of the various pro- 
| jects for railroads there, and, from its correspond- 


ing tenor with publications here, would have sup- | 
posed it to have been published in this ceeeaa? 

iF 
spoke of the rapidity with which subscriptions | 
to railroad stock were filled up. Sometimes they | 


did he not know the fact to be otherwise. 


_ were filled up in a few hours by persons who | 
would sell ;| 
his stock at an advance to B, and B at an ad- | 
vance to C, and so on lower down the alphabet; | 


never meant to pay the stock, and 


and it wasa species of great speculation. He had | 
heard this morning of one in contemplation from | 
Smithfield to Albany, a distance of one hundred | 
miles, called a grand scheme, and the stock was | 


taken ina few hours. He feared this measure of the 
| Senator from Tennessee would operate as a stim- | 


| agreat amount, might be added to the cause as- 


_ signed by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. | 
the surplus money to the States, as he had heard | w 


ulus to this system of fancy speculation, as it had | 
been termed. Property had risen while money | 
was depreciated, and more money wanted. The 
money lying in these deposit banks, and the want 

of confidence, and apprehension that this paper 
system must burst, and the hoarding up of hard | 
money going on even by obscure individuals to 





| 
} 


EBSTER] of the present state of the currency. | 


_ If he (Mr. C,) had ten or fifteen thousand dol- 


1 lars, which, by the way, he had not, he should | 
own or charter railroads, the mail and troops of | want to look out for some of this yellow or white 


If this bill passed, owners of stock | 


as Congres® may deem reasonable. Mr. B. could | in these railroads would believe it was going to | 


not then say whether be should vote for the bill 


So long as it should be | 


The bill contained no such provision; because he | 


At present the Post Office sustained | 





‘| ‘Without expressing any opinion for or against 


|| this measure, it was clear that the Government 
must avail itself of the use of these roads in some 
way. In Pennsylvania and New York, railroads 
were becoming as numerous as common roads; 
and in those States where they had the most rail- 
roads they would get the most money; and, 
therefore, according to the provisions of this bill, 
it would not be an equal apportionment of the 
money among the Federal States; and in those 
States where assistance was in fact most needed 
they would get the least. ..1n regard to the Bal- 
| timore and Washington railroad, he had under- 
stood that, after paying to the State of Maryland 
the half dollar on each Penis he 
thought rather unjust—and other expenses, the 
whole amount, divided among the stockholders, 
‘| was less than $300. The bill granted no new 
| power to the Post Office Department; and they 
| ought not to hasten its passage. He thought, 
‘| upon the whole, Congress would be a very bad 
| board to examine into the nature of these con- 
|| tracts. 
| Mr. DAVIS was in favor of the bill. It pro- 
‘| posed nothing more than an inquiry by the au- 
|| thorized agents of the Government into the ca- 
pacity of the railroad companies to perform the 
|| Service required; and, on their being satisfied as 
| to these particulars, a conditional contract to be 
ratified by Congress with the approbation of the 
President. The bill, therefore, was sufficiently 
|| guarded; for-if they could not trust Congress— 
| the immediate representatives of the people—to 
‘| make contracts, there was no human agency by 
|| which they could be made. 
| 





Mr. MANGUM rose merely to suggest diffi- 
culties that occurred to him in relation to this 
bill. It took away the responsibility of the Post 
|| Office Department, and transferred it to Congress, 
‘| and was virtually establishing a system of inter- 
nal improvement by the General Government. 
'| If it aided in anything, it was those railroads now 
in progress. It authorized advances to enable 
| their completion, which was essentially a system 
| of internal improvement. The only difference 
|| between the parties in this country was, that one 
contended for State improvements by the States 
themselves, and the other for internal improve- 
‘| ments under the denomination of national ob- 
|| jects. It was resuscitating the old system of 
| internal improvements in its worst form, and 
| they could easily imagine the combination of as- 
sociations with the ‘Treasury which might sub- 
|| sidize the whole community. The application 
|| of the principle would go to every one who raised 
' a shovel-full of earth in the construction of these 
| roads. This was only one of the innumerable 
‘| difficulties arising from the surplus revenue. 
‘| Cases would occur where it would not be the in- 
| terest of the United States, or of the company, 
to continue the use of these roads, and then they 
would be thrown upon our hands. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars would be invested in these 
improvements; and he would prefer going directly 
into the system of internal improvement, as they 
|| should then be able to judge where it would lead 
to. He would prefer more time to look into this 
matter, and for the present had merely thrown 
out these suggestions as they had occurred to 
him. He was unwilling to proceed in this mat- 





| 














} 


ter at all, and not merely because of his distrust 
of the Postmaster General or of the supervision 
of Congress. He understood the object was to 
empower the Postmaster General to look a great 
way ahead, and make advantageous terms by 
advancitf® large sums of money. Many changes 
might take place within the period within which 
a contract for .a long period might be made, 
which might lessen its advantages. The Post- 
master Genertl had a right to contract for four 
years now; and he apprehended, on the roads 
already finished, they would take no less for the 
transportation of the mail. He had no doubt, 
however, that these railroads would have to be 
resorted to for the transportation of the mail. 
This was an important matter, and ought not to 
be hastened. 
Mr. GRUNDY said, he wished the Senator 
from North Carolina had read the report, and he 
would have understood the bill better. The bill 
proposed that money should be advanced in two 


be valuable, and it would give rise to speculation. || cases only: one where the entire road was in 
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operation, so that the mail could be carried on it, f be the same for a given number of miles, yet, | in order, for such petitions as should not be ob- 
and the other where an —— section of the | taking into consideration the stoppage of the cars || jected to or give rise to debate, and also resolu- 
road was in operation. Then the right to carry |; at different points for passengers, the average | tions on the subject of post routes; which was 
the mails on them might be contracted for, but | speed might be made nearly equal. He had un- || agreed to—ayes 116, noes 24. 
must be‘approved by Congress. There could be || derstood that great delays, by which passengers | Petitions wefe accordingly presented by 
no contract so as to produce the payment of the | were subject to much inconvenience, had oceur-|; Mr. BAILEY, of Maine; 
money before the corporations commenced per- | red on one of these railroads—the railroad from Messrs. ADAMS and REED, of Massachu- 
forming the service. | Baltimore to Wheeling. He had been told by | setts. 

Mr. BENTON had made it his business to | gentlemen who had recently traveled on that'| Mr. PIERCE, of Rhode Island, offered to pre- 
consider this proposition, and to listen to what | road, that the delays to which they had been sub- | sent three petitions, each of which was objected 
had been said with respect to it; but he was jected had been so vexatious that they had cause || 


. | to by Mr. Wisg, on the ground that, by a vote 
bound to say that he saw difficulties of many || to regret that railroads had superseded the old |, of the House, it was put in the power of one man 


kinds anne this proposition; one of them | mode of travel. Mr. B. replied to the argument, | to object to the presentation of petitions. He 
would be the shifting of large burdens from the | that these railroads would be of great advantage | was opposed to any such power being placed in 
Post Office Department on the Treasury, while || in transporting the troops and munitions of war | the hands of a single member; and he should con- 
it, at the same time, threw additional burdens | of the United states. Under the present arrange- | tinue to object to every petition which was pre- 
on it. These railroads were only carried from | ment of the War Department, os said the ex-| sented under the rule just adopted. 

one great point to another, passing by the smaller | penses of the travel of the officers was much bet- Mr. SPEIGHT hoped that some gentleman 
towns and villages, without stopping long enough | ter regulated by allowing them so much per mile; ,, who voted in the majority would move a recon- 
for the purposes of the mail, so that the mails for | and when war came, the Government could, un- | sideration of the vote adopting the proposition of 
these neglected places would still have tobe kept | der the .provisions of the Constitution, take one || Mr. Reep, and that they would proceed to dis- 
up, though the mails were transported from one ' of these railroad cars for the transportation of its || pose of the regular business on the Speaker's 
great town to another in the railroad cars. It || troops with the same ease that they could take | table. It was obvious that they could aot pro- 
was known that these railroad companies were || an ox-team. Let a war begin, and there was a || ceed under the resolution of the gentleman from 
instituted solely to their own convenience, with- | spark of patriotism in the bosom of every man || Massachusetts, as notice had been given by the 
out regard to political, or any other, considera- || which would induce those companies to offer the || gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,} that he 
tions. Their cars run from one great point to | use of their railroads to the Government on rea- || should object to every petition which should be 
another, without taking into view the interme- sonable terms; but if in any case that patriotism || offered. 

diate points; while, in various parts of the United should be wanting, there was a provision in the || Mr. HOAR moved to reconsider the vote, with 
States, there were so many minor post offices,so | Constitution which would enable the officers of || a view to an amendment of Mr. Reep’s motion, 
near to each other, that it had been found neces- | the Government to take these cars for the trans- | so as to suspend the rule to receive petitions with- 
sary to establish a rule that the post offices should | portation of troops or munitions of war, as read- | out being restricted by any objections. 

not be nearer than five miles to each other. These || ily as they can take an ox-cart. || ‘The motion to reconsider was agreed to; when 
rail cars did not arrive at the maximum of their For the present, (Mr. B. said,) he would hold | Mr. Reep modified his motion in accordance 
speed until some time after starting, and were | this measure under consideration; he saw many || withthe suggestion of his colleague, [Mr. Hoar.] 
obliged to restrain their speed for some time be- | difficulties in the way, and he hoped that the ‘| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to 


fore stopping; consequently, if they should stop || friends of the bill would find some mode of get- |, lay the motion on the table; which was nega- 
frequently, they would not, on the average, travel 





j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ting over them. || tived. 
much faster than the ordinary mail. With re- | ‘Nr. WEBSTER knew of no one instance of || The motion of Mr. Reep, as modified, was 
ae to the length and breadth of this scheme, || such fancy speculation as alluded to by the Sen- || then agreed to—ayes 111, noes 34. 
the Senator from Tennessee found it impossible | ator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] of the first || Petitionsand memorials were then further pre- 
yet to determine anything like its boundaries; | class selling to the second, and the second to the || sented b 
and, that it was so ee would be granted || third, and so on; and he understood from the |} Mr. REED, of Massachusetis; 
ay any one who would cast his eye over the map || Senator from South Carolina that no such spec- Mr. INGHAM, of Connecticut; 
of the United States. By patronising one com- |; ulation existed in South Carolina. He believed | 


y Messrs. ALLEN and SLADE, of Vermont. 
pany, the hopes of various. others would be || these enterprises were connected with the public 
excited, and active competition would be pro- | 


| . 

|| good, and ought to be encouraged. If there was || SLAVERY IN ARKANSAS, 

duced for the patronage of the Government to a || a spirit of speculation anak. (and he rather Mr. SLADE presented the petition of eighty- 
greatextent. There were at this time, in Mis- || thought there was, and also an excessive spirit || one citizens of Bristol, Penns eahios remonstra- 
souri, projects for nearly three hundred miles of | of internal improvement,) would not the same I] ting against the admission of Arkansas into the 
railroad. He mentioned this for the purpose of | spirit exist, in case the land bill passed, in the || Union with a constitution which tolerates the 
showing how numerous and how extensive these: || distribution of the money among the States in || existence of slavery. Mr. S. was stating the 


railroad projects had become; for, if the business | which these improvements were going on, as ex- | contents of the petition, when 
was carried so far in a State of the population | 


isted now? | Mr. WISE objected to its reception. 
and resources of Missouri, how much further Mr. W. made some corrections of his state- || ‘The SPEAKER decided that, according to the 
would it be carried in States whose population || ment of the average amount of money per quar- '| construction given by the House to its own res- 
and resources s& greatly exceeded hers? If the || ter in the Treasury, when up before. | olution, (Mr. Pincxney’s resolution,) passed on 
scheme took effect in one place, it must pervade || After some remarks from Mr. LEIGH, the bill || the 8th of February last, the petition wotld go 
allthe others. If other States got the patronage || was laid on the table; and, on motion of Mr. | to the select committee under the order of i 


} 
| 





of the Government, Missouri would also make || PORTER, || House. 
eee for it, and so it would be with all the | The Senate adjourned. | Mr. WISE. I appeal from the decision of the 
tates until they obtained their share. jatiedhesiindntenitintinaamretianasinnsie !\ Chair. 


| 

He thought, therefore, they could not see the | 7Or . || Mr. SLADE asked for the reading of the peti- 
banndielen at this scheme. he difficulties with | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Hy tion; which was objected to in all parts of the 
regard to this measure appeared to him to be | Monpar, April 18, 1836. |, House. The question recurring upon the appeal 
such, that, like other gentlemen who had ad-|' On motion of Mr. JACKSON, of Massachu- || from the decision of the Chair— 
dressed the Senate on the subject, he was willing || setts, the bill to authorize the construction of a || Mr. WISE said there was nothing in the reso- 
to hold it under consideration without pledging | railroad on the lands of the United States, in || lution, even by the broadest construction of it, 
himself as to the course he should take. He, for |; Springfield, Massachusetts, was read a third time | which would sustain the decision of the Chair. 
one, did not think they ought to surrender so ] and passed. || The resolution which the House had adopted, he 
quickly, and agree that they could not get along || Mr. McCARTY, on leave, presented an amend- || contended, only related to the District of Colum- 
with the business of the country without the ai | ment, which he intended offering to bill No. 86, | bia, and had no reference whatever to the Terri- 
of these railroad companies. Certainly the speed || on the subject of the public lands; which was |! tories of the United States. There was. an im- 
of these cars was very great, but they had very || ordered to be printed. | 


|| portant question involved in this memorial; and 
different objects in view from the transmission of | Mr. HARD asked the consentof the House to | that wen whether the Congress of the United 


general intelligence. They must regulate their || take up the resolution offered by him on Satur- || States had the right to impose conditions in rela- 
own hours of arrival and stopping, a circumstance || day, for printing five thousand extra copies of || tion to the subject of slavery on the new States 


wholly incompatible with the convenience of the | the report of the War Department of the survey, || when admitted into the Union. He gould not 
mails. It would be in vain for the Postmaster | 





I c i &c., of a ship canal to connect the waters of || see, for the life of him, how it was possible for 
General to attempt to regulate this: considerations } Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. | any person to apply the construction to the reso- 
affecting their own interests and the convenience | Objection being made, Mr. H. moved to sus- || lution which the Chair had applied in this case. 
of their ngers would solely influence them. || pend the rules for that purpose; which was neg- || He asked if it was the intention of gentlemen to 
He co readily see that our common mail stages | atived. || disturb the compromise in the Missouri question? 
loaded with a newspaper mail of wet sheets and | Mr. REED, on leave, presented certain resolu- || After what the country had witnessed on that 
nine passengers inside, must travel slowly, yet || tions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, on the || exciting questign, were they, by a construction 
some arrangement might be made which would subject of the introduction of foreign paupers; || like this, to have that excitement raised anew? 
gre sufficient speed to the transportation of the || which were ordered to be printed. He asked gentlemen who had voted for this reso- 
i - For instance, by sending the letters first || Mr. BELL, on leave, presented a petition from || lution, if it was intended to raise the Missouri 
in horse mails to themselves, then the newspap- | certain Chickasaw Indians; which was referred || question again upon the country? He, as a 
ers, and, lastly, the documents, the letters might, || to the Committee on Indian Affairs. southern man, dreaded the excitement of that 
by sufficient relays of horses, travel asfastasthe | Mr. REED moved to suspend the rules until || question; and he therefore protested with all his 
railroad cars; for, although the speed might not || one o’clock, for the purpose of calling the States, |) power against it. He thought that no gentlemen 
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who had voted for this ae with the excep- ] construction placed upon the resolution by the 


tion, perhaps, of the gent 


eman from Vermont, || House. 


ever contemplated that the Missouri question was || operating upon thjs particular question. In con- 


to be raised upon them. f th 
tions had any reference to the Territories of the 
United States; and he thought it was too plain a 
case to be argued. There was nothing in the 
resolution to admit of the construction the Chair 
had given to it; and if the House should refuse to 
receive the petition, there the excitement would 
end, and aikete would cease. 

Mr. SPEIGHT. ‘This wes a mere question. 
It was an important one, ead as a southern man 
so he felt it. 
abolition of slavery in this District, but one for 
the abolition in the States; for he consfdered Ar- 
kansas as a State. He was not disposed to argue 


this question; for that, indeed, would be precisely | 


what its friends desired. It would be to give the 


subject an importance which it did not merit. He | 
He | 
thought Cais petition should not be received. He || 


was inclined to differ with the Speaker. 


had understood the Chair in the early part of the 
session to have given a different decision, and 
had decided that it was in order to object to the 
reception of these petitions. 


The CHAIR observed, that he had so decided | 


on one occasion; but the House by their vote re- 


versed the decision; and subsequently his deci- | 


sions had been in conformity with that vote of the 
House. 

Mr. SPEIGHT resumed: He hoped the House 
would refuse the reception of this petition. This 
is the first attempt to interfere with slavery in the 
States; it was a new question. What right, he 
asked, had Congress to impose a restriction on 
the people of Arkansas? This question must be 
met and put down. He was well aware that 


nine tenths of the people of the North were op- | 


posed to mooting this question. It was the work 
of a miserable degraded faction, who were at 
work for political purposes, and the member from 
Vermont, (Mr. Stape,} as their instrument to 
effect it. He hoped gentlemen would meet the 
question and put down these petitions. How- 
ever much he might be disposed to support the 
right of petition, he would not shrink from this 

uestion, let the consequences be what they might. 
ie. was a direct interference with the rights of 
a southern State, for he called Arkansas a State, 
as she was just about coming into the Union; and 
were they to receive a petition from a set of mis- 
erable, degraded fanatics, instructing them as to 
what conditions were to be imposed on this new 
State when she was admitted into the Union? 
Mr, 8. said he had great respect for the Chair as 
an officer of the House, and great respect for him 
personally, and nothing but that respect pre- 
vented him from rushing up to the table and tear- 
ing that petition to pieces, 
the question taken on the reception of the petition, 
and, if the petition should be received by a ma- 
jority of the House, then he cared not what be- 
came of it. 


The CHAIR stated the grounds of his decision | 


to the House. He said that, in giving the de- 
cision he had, he considered himself as but ex- 
ecuting the resolution of the House, (Mr. Pinck- 
wey’s resolution,) according to the construction 


which the House itself, by its decision shortly || 


after its adoption, had placed upon their own 
resolution. It would (he said) be remembered 
that, when the resolution offered by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, and which had been 
adopted by the House, first took effect, the Chai- 
had placed a construction upon it, and had der 
cided aceording to that construction. The House 


construction upon its meaning and intent. Sub- 
sequently to that time the Chair had taken great 
pleasure in carrying the resolution into effect con- 
formably to the opinion and decision of the House 
as declared by a large majority of that body; and, 


in giving the decision which he had on the present | 


occasion, he had, in his opinion, done nothing 
more than attempt faithfu.ly to conform to the 
decision of the House, and to carry into effect 
the declared will of the House itself. The House 
itself had placed the construction upon their own 
resolution under which the Chair was then acting; 
but if the House should reverse their decision, 


| a question of intention on the 
| who passedit. Whatdid the 


This was no question about the | 


/attempt in this House to agitate the question of | 
| slavery is calculated to disturb the compromises 
of the Constitution, to endanger the Union, and, 
if persisted in, to destroy the peace and pros- 
| perity of the country.”’ & 





| him to vote. 


the ground that he could not conscientiously vote 


| of the 
| If the 


; : as upon it. 
differed with the Chair, and placed their own | 


| nounced, 


| decision was announced, and 
| the 


Neithé@r of the resolu- || struing it, no lights could be derived from the 


authorities of parliamentary precedents. It was 


rt of the House 
ouse mean should 
be the construction placed upon it, was a question 
which the House alone was competent to determ- 
ine. 

The petition now presented the Chair consid- 
ered, from its face, to be an abolition petition— 
a petition upon the subject of slavery generally— 
in which the petitioners express their opinions 
upon the subject generally, and state that an oc- 


_casion has arisen on which they press their views 


upon Congress in connection with the admission 
of Arkansas into the Union. He read from the 
resolution of the House, in which it was declared 
that ‘fall memorials which have been offered, or 
may hereafter be presented,’’? and that every 
‘*‘ other paper or proposition that may be sub- 


mitted in relation to that subject be referred to a 


select committee.’’ The resolution further de- 
clared, that ‘‘the resolution offered by the gentle- 
man from Maine should be referred to the select 
committee.’’? The resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine, thus referred by the order of the 
House to the select committee, declares, that “any 


Such were the broad | 
terms in which the resolution adopted by the | 
House wascouched. The House had heretofore 
decided that all petitions, papers, and proposi- | 
| 
i 
| 
} 
' 





' tions, upon the subject of the abolition ofslavery, 


went, upon presentation, as matter of course, 


|under the operation of that resolution, to the 
| select committee. 
| character embraced b 

| in conformity to the decision of the House, was 
| of opinion that it would go to the select commit- 


This being a petition of the 
the resolution, the Chair, 


tee upon its presentation. Should the House, 


| upon reconsideration, reverse its own decision, 


and place a different construction upon the reso- | 
lution, the Chair, as already stated, would take | 


| pleasure, as it would be his duty, to carry the 


will of the House, as declared, into effect. 

Mr. HAWES moved to lay the question on 
the appeal on the table; and upon that motion 
called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

After some conversation as to what situation | 


| the petition would be left in, &e., between Messrs. | 
| WISE, MORRIS, SLADE, LEWIS, PATTON, | 
UNDERWOOD, BYNUM, and the CHAIR, 1 
|| the question was put on the motion to lay the | 
He wished to have || 


appeal of Mr, Wise on the table, by yeas and | 
nays. 

Before the decision was announced, 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, rose and in- 
formed the House that his colleague [Mr. Unper- | 
woop] had not voted; and he moved to compel | 
In doing this, he concurred with | 
his colleague in the reasons which had induced | 





‘him to decline voting, and he made the motion | 


for the purpose of giving him an opportunity-to 
present his reasons for so doing. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD asked to be excused on 


upon this question, unless he knew the contents 

aper upon which he was required to vote. 
come then refused to allow the paper to be 
read, he hoped they would not compel him to vote | 


The question was then taken on excusing Mr. 
Unperwoop; but, before the decision was an- 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, inquired of | 


| the Chair if the question was debatable ? 


The CHAIR replied that, from the voice of the | 
House, the gentleman was excused by a large 


majority. 
Mr. CHAMBERS said he = risen arene 
e again asked i 





question was debatable? 
The CHAIR referred to the rule, and said; as 


|| it was a new question, (for he had no recollection 
, of its ever having been presented before,) he was, 


the Chair would of course be governed by the last ,, therefore, not prepared to say that the gentleman 


The resolution was a new rule or order, | 
| 


|| of New York, to the town of Sharron,'in the 





was not entitled to assign reasons why the reasons 
of his colleague to be excused were or were not 
satisfactory. The Chair, however, r knew 
the question raised before; for the invariable prac- 
tice had heretofore been to take the question with- 
out debate. 

Mr. CHAMBERS then understood the Chair 
to say he had the right to debate this question. 
Mr. C. proceeded to address the House, and con- 
tinued till one o’clock; when Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG called for the orders of the day. 

The subject before the House was then laid 
over, without announcing the decision upon the 
appeal of Mr. Wise. 

The vote was understood to be 127 in favor 
and 67 against the motion to lay the appeal on 
the table.] 

In the course of the morning, the following 
resolutions were submitted: 

On motion of Mr. BOON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post road from Fredonia, in the State of In- 
Sane, to unt Prospect, in Crawford county, in said 

tate. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Ravenna, in Portage county, 
» Warren, in the county of Trumbull, Ohio, by Newton 
“alls. ' 

On motion of Mr. DICKERSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Dover, in the county of Morris, 
and State of NewJersey, through Suckasunny and Flanders, 
| to Hackettstown, in the county of Sussex. 


On motion of Mr. HOWELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of chang- 

ing the post route between Newark, in Licking county, to 
Mount Vernon, in Knox county, so as to pass through 
Chatham, in Licking county, Ohio. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Windsor, via Hartland, Quincle 
village, West Hariford, Snowstown, Sharron, and South 
Staflord, to the town of Stafford, in Orange county, in the 
State of Vermont. 


On motion of Mr. McCARTY, it was 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
‘tablishing a post route from Eaton, Ohio, via New icin, 
Abington, and Philomith, to Centerville, in fndiana. 


On motion of Mr. FOWLER, it was 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Hamburg, by way of Franklin 
| Furnace and Sparta, to Newton, in te county of Sussex, 
| New Jersey. 


On motion of Mr. BOCKEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the capedoney of 
| establishing a post route from Standfordville, in the State 


State of Con- 
necticut. 


| On motion of Mr. JUDSON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Office and 
Post, Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes in the State of Con- 
necticut : from Jewett city, by Parksville post office, to 
Canterbury ; from Plainfield, by Moosup*and ‘Central vil- 
lage, to Brooklyn; from Ashford, by Hampton, to Canter- 
ury. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House, in further execution of the special 
order of the 26th of January, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year 1836. 

The bill had been considered -in Committee of 
the Whole; and the question immediately pénd- 
ing was on concurring with the amendment of 

| the committee to strike out the following clause: 
| For the Documentary History of the American Revolu- 
| tion, per act of March 2, 1853, $20,000. 

Mr. CARTER moved to amend the clause’ by 
directing the Secretary of State to notify Clarke 
and Force to discontinue the said work, and to 
ascertain the probable amount of damages that 
would be incurred by rescinding the contract, 
and report the same to Congress at the next ses- 
sion. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, who was en- 

-titled to the floor, addressed the House for some 
time in op ion to the amendment of ‘the com- 
| mittee, and in favor of retaining the clause. 
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Messrs. VANDERPOEL, THOMPSON of 
South Carolina, GLASCOCK, CHAMBERS of 
Pennsylvania, TOUCEY, EVERETT, and AD- | 
AMS, followed on the same side; and it was - 
pear by Messrs HARDIN, HUNTSMAN, | 

OLNSON of Tennessee, and RENCHER. 

The amendment of Mr. Carter was then 
rejected without a count. : 

"The question recurred upon concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole in their report, 
being to strike out the clause, and it was further 
debated by Mr. PATTON, (who objected to the | 
appropriation at this time, on the ground that it 
was an advance to the parties before the comple- | 
tion of the work for which it was appropriated,) 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, Mr. TOU- 
CEY, and Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee. 

Mr. TOUCEY then offered a proviso to the 
following effect: 


Provided, The same shall not be disbursed before the | 
delivery of the first volume of such work ; nor if such vol- 
ume shall contain any documents anterior to the restrictive 
measures, Or any unimportant documents which, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of State, ought not to be inserted 
therein; nor unless, in the opinion of that officer, such vol- 
ume shall not be in strict conformity with the contract. 

Which was rejected. sf 

The question was then taken on concurring | 
with the Committee of the Whole; and it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 85, nays 93. 

So-the clause was not stricken out. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a reduction of 
$1,000 in the clause appropriating the salaries of | 
officers, &c., of Wisconsin Territory, pursuant | 
to the provision of the bill passed by the two 
Houses for the establishing the government of 
said Territory; which was agreed to. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF WISCONSIN. 


Mr. PATTON, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the House on the disagree- 
ment of the two Houses on the bill to establish 
the territorial government of Wisconsin, made 
a report that the joint committee had agreed to 
recommend that the Senate recede from their dis- 

reement. The bill in question was a Senate 
bill, amended by the House in reducing the salary 
of the Governor from $3,500 to $2,500, to which | 
the Senate disagreed, and the House insisting, a 
conference was asked, and Mr. P., the chairman, 
made the foregoing report. During the proceed- 
ings of the day, the bill-was returned from the 
Senate to the House, accompanied by a message 
stating that they had receded from their disagree- 
ment. 

The House then adjourned. 


—_— 








} 


} 


. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, April 19, 1836. 


Mr. NAUDAIN presented the petition of 


Peter A. Karthaus, on the subject of French spo- | 
liations; which was referred to the Committee | 


on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY presented a petition, numerously 
signed by citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, pray- 
ing that the private stock in the Louisville and 
Portland canal may be ae by the Govern- 
ment, and that it may made toll free; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants. of 
for the repeal of a law reserving certaia sections 
of land from sale; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. TIPTON also pon the petition of 
the citizens of St. Joseph’s county, Indiana, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a post route from 
Southbend to Edwardsburgh; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads. 

_Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions from 
citizens of Ohio, on the subject of a change in 
the location of the Cumberland road; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of Gabriel 
W. Denton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the peti- 
tion of William Robertson others; which was 


réferred tothe Committee on Finance. 
‘Mr. BLACK presented the memorial of the 





|| tain land titles in Louisiana; which was read, and | 
|| ordered to a second reading. 


iami county, Indiana, praying | 


heirs of James: Mason; which was referred to 
; the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
| Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of John | 
| Gardiner, of Washington, praying to be compen- || 
| sated for the invention of his life preserver, to 
| prevent people from drowning; which was re- | 
erred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported the bill for the relief || 
|of Benjamin Bennet and others, without amend- 
| ment. 

Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported the bill to regulate the courts of the 
middle district of Florida, without amendment. 

Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom the subject had been re- 
| ferred, reported a bill for the confirmation of cer- | 


t 


t 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
William P. Rathbun, reported a bill for his relief ; 
which was read, and ordered to asecond reading. || 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the bill for the relief of Doc- 
tor Thomas Cooper, without amendment. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which were considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- || 
form the Senate what is the maximum amount that can be 
beneficially expended annually upon the construction of 
fortifications ; provided the Corps of Engineers is increased 
according to the bill which has passed the Senate, and that 
the whole appropriation for each fortis made at once, to | 
be drawn for in annual installments, as required by the prog- 
ress of the work. Also, that heintorm the Senate what is 
the maximum amount which can be beneficially expended 
annually on the objects of expenditure within the Ordnance 
department, as detailed in the report of that department of 
March 8, 1836, provided, the appropriations for each object 
be made at once for a series of years, to be drawn for annu- 
ally until the object is accomplished. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to | 
inform the Senate whatis the maximum amount which can 
be beneficially expended annually towards completing the 
naval defenses of the country, embracing—1, ordnance and 
ordnance stores ; 2, gradual increase of the navy, and col- | 
lection of materials; 3, repairs; 4, navy-yards and docks, || 
and other incidental heads of expenditure ; provided the | 
appropriations for the expenditure be made at once for a | 
series of years, to be drawn from the Treasury annually, as i 
needed. fj 

j 


Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the || 
President of the United States to exchange lands situate 
southwest of the Missouri river, with the Pottawatomie 
Indians, for lands given to them by the treaty of Chicago, 
of 1833, lying north of the Missouri river, should the Indians 
desire to make such exchange. Also, to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing an exchange of lands in the ter- 
ritory west of the State of Missouri, for lands owned by 
the Miami and other Indians, in the State of Indiana. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which lies on the table one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing a mail route from Manningham, Butler county, 
Alabama, to Mount Willing, Lowndes county. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- | 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cause | 
to be surveyed the most eligible sites for fortifications on or 
near that portion of the coast of the State of Mississippi, 
bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, or the islands jn that | 
vicinage, suitable for the defense of that section, and of 
the commerce that exists there, especially that commerce 
which is carried on between New Orleans and Mobile, or 
between the Pearl river, or Pascagouja, and either of the , 
above mentioned cities ; and thathe cause to be made the 
proper estimates of the expense necessary for the erection 
and arming such fortifications; and that he make report 
thereof to the Senate at the next session of Congress. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate what amount of moneys of the United 
States, received for public lands in the States of Ohio, Ili- 
nois, and Missouri, and the Michigan Territory, has been, 
in pursuance of his instructions, transferred to banks in 
the eastern cities since the 30th »9f June, 1835; ana that he 
designate the banks from and te which such transfers have 
been made; that-he also inform the Senate whether any 
such transfers are now ordered, and whether any other 
deposit banks in the above-named States or Territory have 
authority to direct what money shall be received for public 
lands in the districts for which they are the depositories. 
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| GEORGE GIST, E 


struction of a railroad through the pro 


| speech of great length in support of the bill. 


| was inju 
|| cumstances which, at the time, seemed imperi- 





BENEZER PHILLIPS, AND 
OTHERS. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 


|| merce, to which had been referred the bills from 


he House for the relief of George Gist and others, 


and Ebenezer Phillips and others, reported them 
| severally without amendment, with a recom- 
mendation that they be passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bills from the House authorizing the con- 
rty of 
he United States at Springfield, Massachusetts, 


and to grant half-pay to the widows and orphans 
of deceased officers and soldiers, were severally 
| read twice, and referred. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The bill to appropriate, for a limited time, the 


proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States, and for granting lands to certain 
States, was taken = 


as the order of the day. 
addressed the Senate in a 


He 


Mr. SOUTHAR 


|| said that he would notapprove of the distribution 
| of a dollar of this money that was wanted for the 
| completion of the national defenses on a perma- 
nent footing of strength and respectability, and 
entered into calculations from the estimates of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, and taking into view 
the expenditures of the last year, for the purpose 
of showing that the national defenses, both naval 
and military, can be completed on the most liberal 
scale without touching 

sales, and still leave a la 
posed of. These calculations (he said) were bot- 
| tomed on the estimates of the Secretary himself. 
| In his calculations for the naval defenses, Mr. S. 
' expressed himself in favor of the most liberal 
appropriations that had been suggested. 
| he would go as far as the seven millions per an- 


the proceeds of the land 
rge surplus yet to be dis- 


He said 


num, as estimated by the Secretary of the Navy; 


| though he believed that, with a much smaller 
| naval force than this sum would produce, and 
|| with a sea-coast like ours, we might bid defiance 


to the combined naval force of the whole world. 


| Mr. S. spoke in high terms of eulogy of the 


Navy, and declared that a naval force was the 

most enproptets arm of defense for free govern- 

ments, there being no instance recorded in history 

where navies had ever been instrumental in sub- 
g their country. 


| Jugatin 
| Mr. 8S. was not in favor of an increase of the 
| Army. 


He gave it as his opinion, in which (he 


said) he was supported by the Secretary of War, 


that the present 
P 


Army was sufficiently for all the 
urposes for which an army was needed. 
As to fortifications, Mr. S. was for completin 


| those already begun on a liberal scale, with suc 
| others as information, founded on actual surveys 


and estimates, showed to be necessary; but he 
was of a that the system of fortifications 
iciously commenced, though under cir- 


ously to recommend it. Those who originated 
the system were actuated-by feelings of mortifi- 
cation at the frequent aggressions of the enemy 
on our shores, and a very natural desire to pre- 
vent the hostile tread of the foreign soldier on 


| our shores in future. They had no idea of the 


immense power and wealth to which this giant 
nation would arrive, and that its vast population 


and resources, with the improved facility of inter- 


communication throughout the country, would, 
taking our Navy into consideration, render us 
secure from invasion. 

Mr. 8. then oxgped that, there being no want 
for the proceeds of the land sales for the purposes 
of the Government, (there being more than enough 
for all our expenditures of every description aris- 
ing from the money received for customs,) this 
fund ought to be appropriated for the common 
benefit of the whole of the States, as was origin- 
ally intended by the act of cession of the State of 
Virginia. He answered the various objections 
that had been made to this bill, contending that 
the money was not needed for national defense; 
that it would not be wanted either for Indian wars 
or wars with foreign ee that it gaol 
not possibly impede the growth or prosperity o 
the haw States, as had been objected by genitle- 
men opposed to the bill. 
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the floor to ; 

Mr. PRESTON, on whose motion the Senate 
went into the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; after which, 

It adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, -Ipril 19, 1836. 


Mr. PHILLIPS asked the consent of the House 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole from 


the further consideration of a bill from the Senate, || 
im addition to an act of May 24, 1828, to authorize | 


the licensing of vessels to be employed in the 
mackerel fisheries. 

Mr. WISE objected. He desired that the House 
should take up and dispose of the resolution sub- 


mitted by his honorable colleague, {Mr. Drom- | 


@oo.e, jand his amendmentthereto. His colleague 
was in favor of the consideration of the resolution. 
He had but little to say in conclusion of the re- 
marks which he had heretofore submitted. But 


as he hed been attacked in a scurrilous manner 
by a newspaper of the city, he was anxious to | 
have an opportunity of concluding what he had | 


to say on this subject. 
Mr. PHILLIPS hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw his objection, as the bill which he 


wished to bring before the House would occupy | 


but a moment. 

Mr. WISE had opposed the motion merely 
for the purpose which he had indicated. He 
would withdraw his opposition, under the hope 


that the resolution of his colleague would be | 


taken up after the bill was disposed of. 

The Committee of the Whole was then dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
mentioned by Mr. Puitiips; and the same was 
vead the third time, and passed. 


SELECTION OF DEPOSIT BANKS. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then moved to take up the 
resolution offered by him. He felt great anxiet 
that it should be disposed of, and accorded with 
his colleague in the hope that it would be now 
taken up and acted on. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY preferred that the stand- 
ing committees should first have an opportunity 
to report. 

Mr. WISE remarked, that the same request 
had been acquiesced in heretofore, which had oc- 
eupied the whole morning hour, and defeated any 
action on the resolution. He asked itas a favor 
of his friend from Ohio [Mr. Wurtiesey) to 


permit this resolution to be takenup. Reports of || 
cominittees could be made subsequently to the || 4 ner 
|| wished to examine into the extent of the agency || 
_ between the deposit banks and this individual. 
| That agent was not merel i 


disposition of the resolution of his colleague. 
No objection being made, the resolution of Mr. 
Dromcoorr was taken up, and read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of Ure Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House full information of the mode 
and mauner of selecting banks in the several States or 
Territories for the deposit of the public money of the United 
Suites, and of all contracts, agreements, or stipulations en 


tered into with said banks for the safe-keeping of said | 


moneys. That the Secretary of the Treasury also state 
what agents have been employed, the nature and extent of 
their agency, and the compensation which such agents 
‘have received in any way from the Government of the 
United States; and that he also state what officers or 
agents on the part of said banks have in any way partici- 
pated or been instrumental in the formation of any such 
contracts, or agreements, or stipulations concerning the de- 
posit and safe-keeping of said moneys in said banks. 


The motion pending was the proposition of || 


Mr. Wise to strike out all after the word “* Re- 
solved,’ and insert the following: 


« That a select committee be appointed, with power to 
send for persons and papers, to inquire into the mode or 
agency of velecting the banks of deposit for the public 
money; the contracts with the Treasury Department by 
which they are regulated 5 the manner in which, and the per- 


all correspondence whatsoever touching contracts for the 
Sagnete of the public money ; and into all connection or re- 
lation, official or unofficial, which exists, or bas existed, 
between any person, or persons, and the Treasury Depart- 
ment, or between them and the deposit banks, or any indi- 
viduals or banks, touching the custody and the control and 
deposit of the ic money ; or between any department 
of the Executive, and any individual or individuals, or 
banks, touching the disbursement of the public money, ap- 
propriated or uneppropriated by law; and into the amount 
of compensation of any or all agents 
or unofficial, connected with the said De nt, or said 
banks, touching the disbursement, safe-keeping, or deposit, 
of the public money ; and that said committee Dave leave 
to report by bill or otherwise.” 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


1} _ Dromcoote] resolution and his own. The || he ha 












| Mr. WISE, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
| dressed the House. When he had spoken the 
| other day, he was presenting to the view of the 


House the difference between his colleague’s 


of the Treasury might appoint an agent to exam- 
ine into their means and liabilities. The Secre. 
| tary of the Treasury, to be sure, never had him. 
self appointed an agent; but Mr. W. believed 
recommended to the deposit banks to 
rst and most important difference was, that his | employ one, and that Reuben M. Whitney was 
_ colleague’s resolution was a mere inquiry of the {| the man; and he believed he was paid many 
| Secretary of the Treasury; while hisamendment \| thousands of dollars by these iene, Were 
| directed an inquiry by an investi ting commit- |) these transactions to be concealed from the know!- 





retary of the Treasury, whether an agent was 
The first was, that parliamentary usage paid by the Government? If they would ask in 
already been complied with. The Secretary of || a proper and satisfactory manner, he would be 


| tee. He had enumerated three objections to the || edge of the people by a mere inquiry of the Sec- 
| form of proceeding pointed out by his colleague. || 

h i 

| 





the Treasury had already answered, in 1834, the 


|, inquiries his colleague desired to make. The 
| Secretary of the Treasury had already given an 


; answer, but that answer was not satisfactory 
to Mr. W. It was asuppressionofthetruth. An- 
other objection was, the repugnance he felt, and 


which the House ought to feel, to adopt a mode of 


roceeding recommended and asked for by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The third objection 
was, the effect of this measure of inquiry of the 
Secretary of the Treasury would be to Soe the 
| discovery of the fraud and falsehood which he 
_ believed had been practiced upon Congress and 


| the country. Would gentlemen tell him it was | 
| 


| be a mere cloak—-a mantle thrown over the secret 
| transactions of the Department in relation to the 


| tween the extent of the inquiries in his resolution || 
_and that of his colleague. | 
| lution did not go far enough; but was a mere || 
| inquiry of the Secretary of the Treasury as to || 
| the mode and manner of selecting banks of de- || 

} 


tracts, &e. 
| that this was what he charged especially. He || 


| were good or not, before they were selected, but, 


vans othatal || of the Treasury ha 


not necessary to grant an inquiry by acommittee, 


/ until an inquiry should be made of the Secretary || 
of the Treasury? They told him, too, that when 


| 
an : : | 
the answer came, if it was evasive, then he might || 
propose his inquiry. He told gentlemen that the | 


answer of the Secretary of the Treasury would || 





transactions of Reuben M. Whitney and the de- 


| posit banks; and when that answer should be | 
| received, gentlemen would then say that it would } 


be an imputation on the Secretary of the Treas- || 
ury to institute an investigation after he had |} 
given his answer; it would be to say that that || 
answer was not satisfactory and correct. 


There was a great and manifest difference be- | 


His colleague’s reso- | 


! 


oo for the public money; whether any agent | 
nad been instrumental in the formation of con- | 
Now, his colleague must understand | 


did not intend to say that Whitney actually made || 
the selection; he believed the Secretary of the || 
Treasury did that, and that this certain Reuben 
M. Whitney was the mere internuncio. But he || 


8 to examine into the 
condition of the banks, and report whether they 


after that, this agent was the eye of the Treasury 
over those banks. 

This agency is not officially recognized by the 
Department, although Mr. Kendall was appointed 
supervising agent; and his contracts showed ex- 
pressly the influence which he had in the selec- 
tion of banks of deposit; and it was to be sup- 
posed that he would have the same influence in | 
removal after selection was made. This agent || 
might not make the selection, but he was em- 
ployed in giving information which was the cause | 
of the selection.. Now, he said to his honorable || 
colleague, and to the country, that this position | 
of a merely recommending agent was a most 
strong, powerful, and dangerous position for any | 
one man to occupy in this country. He might, 
in the first place, insist on an extrav: t demand 





for procuring the public moneys for those banks; 
eons by — such contracts are or have been made ; into || 


and then, after they were selected, he might de- 
mand of them almost anything he pleased, and 


_ obtain it under a threat of having them removed. 


How was this agent paid? He 1s, to be sure, not 


_ paid by the Government; but he was paid by the 
| banks for the use of the public moneys. A 


rgus, 


_of old, had a hundred eyes to watch a single 


object, and he was ee to sleep; but this Argus 
but two eyes—one for him- 
self, and the other for the Treasury—and was. 


|| paid for watching thirty-five objects. This was 
| alynx-eyed A 


indeed. The contract with 


the Metropolis k showed that the Secretary 





for political effect. 


| satisfied. 

| Mr. W. asked, from the knowledge they had of 
| Reuben M. Whitney, who it was to be supposed 
| he would serve, being employed by the Treasury, 
| and paid by the banks? Would he serve God or 
/mammon? But his inguiry went much further 
| than his colleague’s. isiense went to watch 
their own watchmen, the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury and Reuben M. Whitney—to watch their 
| own purse-holders, banks and all. His purpose 
| was to inquire into all correspondence between 
the Secrgtary of the Treasury and -Reuben M. 
| Whitney; and would gentlemen refuse to lay 
open that correspondence? What was supposed 
to be the character of that correspondence? He 
believed there would be found much in it to be 
dreaded. He believed in that correspondence 
olitical considerations would weigh heavily. 
He did not charge this—he charged nothing; he 
only asked for an inquiry. He presumed, ina 
letter from Whitney to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, as to the selection of a bank of deposit, it 
would rather be negatively of a political bearing. 
He would say there were several good banks ina 
certain place; but one of them, he would say, had 
officers who belonged to a certain political party, 
and might use the money for political purposes; 
therefore, it would not be best to select that bank. 
Yes, these political considerations would be ofa 
negative form. They would not select a Whig 
bank, because it might use the money for polit- 
ical purposes, but they would select an Adminis- 
tration bank, because it would not use the money 
A correspondence of that 
character had partially come to light in relation 
to the Illinois bank, and yet they were told that 
no agent was es by the Government. Sup- 
pose Whitney should, after a bank was selected 
as a bank of deposit, apply for a special favor, 
and should be refused; he might then inform the 
Secretary of the Treasury that this bank was un- 
safe, and the bank should be dismissed: ought 
not this correspondence to come to light, if there 
be any such correspondence as this? His inquiry 
went further; he wanted to know the whole con- 
nection, reciprocal and material, that existed be- 
tween Whitney and the Department and the 
banks of deposit; the whole agreement apper- 

taining to the public moneys, and its safe kee 
ing. ‘What right had any one man—what right 
had the Department or the deposit banks to make 
a secret of their business touching the public de- 
posits? and he asked for no correspondence which 
was not touching the safe-keeping and disburse- 
ment of the public moneys. ere they to sup- 
ose that this investigation would result in an 
inquisition? He would call attention to the inves- 
tigation of the affairs of the Bank of the United 
States: see what important facts that investiga- 
tion brought before the public. He asked gen- 
tlemen of the party how far that investigation 
went into the private transactions of individuals, 
of Thomas Biddle, and of Noah and Webb? 
Then ought not Whitney’s connection with the 
deposit banks come to be understood? But was 
hitney and the Treasury to be cloaked by this 
resolution of his colleague? No, never, with 
Mr. W.’s consent. But he did not ask an investi- 
gation of a private nature The banks might 
pay Whitney,from their private coffers what they 
leased. He only wanted to know what pay he 
touching his agency with the public moneys; 
and that was no private transaction. He asked 
gentlemen if they would protect ae in his 
sanctuary from a public investigation? He asked 
the nation—he asked the world. He asked who 


this Reuben M. Whitney was, that was fattening 
upon the people’s money, and pub insult- 
ing cards in an infamous print (the Globe) con- 








1836. 











cerning Mr. W. This infamous individual had 
taken the oath of allegiance to our enemies dur- 
ing the last war, while General Jackson was 
fighting the battles of his country. This was 
the man who was fattening upon your public 
Treasury. 

[Mr. W. here read a long extract from the 
report of Messrs. McDuffie, Watmough, and 
Adams, in 1832.] F 

Here (Mr. W. said) was the traitor during the 
last war, who had then sworn an oath of alle- 
giance to the enemy, and had since sworn a false 
oath, as shown by the report of as high-minded 
and honorable men as were in this nation, who 





THE CONGRESSION 





| 





that office, that he might read a lesson from his 
Bible: ‘* And when Simon saw thatthrough the 
| layin 
| he offered them money; but Peter said unto him, 
Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
| thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
| with money; thou hast neither part nor lot in this 
matter.” if the people are as faithful to their 
liberties as Peter was to his God, they would re- 
| mind that candidate as Peter did Simon, ‘* Thou 
| hast neither part nor lot in this matter.”’ 
Mr. PEYTON followed with some remarks in 


AL GLOBE. 


ruled by their own money? He would tell the | bill making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
candidate for the next presidency, who expected || matic service tor th 
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e year 1836. 
The following amendment of the Committee of 


| the Whole was read: 


on of hands the Holy Ghost was given, || 


For defraying the expenses of a survey of [ots in the town 
of Galena, Illinois, ta be made by the surveyor general of 
Missouri and Illinois, under an act of Congress, approved 
5th February, 1839, $1,000. 


After some suggestions and explanations by 
Messrs. CAMBRELENG, HARDIN, HOW- 
ELL, MAY, REYNOLDS of Illinois, and 


, EVANS, the amendment was disagreed to. 


had the charge of the treasure of the land, which 1 support of Mr. Wise’s amendment, in which he | 
amounted to upwards of forty millions. How | drew a variety of contrasts between the resist- 


came he there? Did not the Secretary of the 
Treasury know this when he made him internun- 
cio? Mr. W. had understood that a former Sec- 
retary of the Treasury had refused to receive this 
individual as an agent on account of his charac- 
ter; yet the 
recognized him, and they were to-inquire of the 
coe of the Treasury who employed this per- 
jured villain? Sir, Reuben M. Whitney is noth- 
ing, but his connection with the public Treasury 
is something. When he saw that patriotic man, 
who had fought the battles of his country, giving 
a high trust to a traitor who had sworn allegiance 
to the enemy in our day of trial, and who had 
sworn falsely since—when he saw the public 
treasure appropriated to building up blasted mon- 
uments of infamy, he had to appeal to the people. 
_He asked the bold adventurer of the stormy sea 
—he asked the enterprising and industrious mer- 
chant—and he asked the hardy backwoodsman, 
if, when this money was taken from their purses, 
it was intended to be guarded by a perjured 
traitor? He could not stand this when he thought 
of his constituents, who built their own vessels 
and ventured thousands of miles with their pro- 
duce, and paid their duty into the Treasury, and 
then for it to be guarded by such men as this! 
This compelled him to do a deed of daring which 
he knew would bring down the vengeance of 
ower on his head, if he failed in his effort. 
ut he asked gentlemen of the party what ben- 
efit ‘the engeties by smothering this investiga- 
tion? He should think, if everything was pure, 
they would be pleased to demonstrate it; and, if 
the reverse, most certainly this investigation 
ones? to be had. He feared the money mania | 
had seized upon the minds of all. Money spec- 
ulations, he feared, had become connected with 
penser speculations. Would the honest man 
e benefited by this? Would the people be ben- 
efited? No. It would only be for the benefit of 
a few of the leaders of the party. The honest 
men of the party were sal ower, and the dis- 
honest men were in power. hat was the max- | 
im of the party? It showed the power of the 
party. It was, ‘‘ Give usthe golden key, and we 
will unlock the hearts of the people; give us the 
power and patronage of the Government, and dic- 
tation itself may run.’’ The party have the peo- 
ple’s own money to make this attempt; and it 
was said the other day, that the reason why the 


surplus funds would not be distributed was that | 


they dare not touch them, for fear of breaking 
the banks of deposit. 

Mr. W. here read a letter from Pittsburg, to 
show the manner in which the deposit banks were 
to be made shaving shops. ] 


ong Secretary of the Treasury had || 


| ance to investigation in this instance, and other 


| well-known precedents. He entered also into a 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the expense 
of surveying the lots in Galena be defrayed out 
of the appropriation for surveying the public lands 
in Missouri and Illinois. 

Mr. SEVIER opposed the amendment, when 


, it was withdrawn. 


| minute examination of the resolution of Mr. || 


| Dromcoote, to show that the object desired could 
| not be obtained by it. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE replied at length to the 


Vise and Peyton.}] Ele expressed his surprise 


| it was a mere ordinary resolution of inquiry, such 
}as were almost daily 


» 


| the information called for in it desirable to be 
| placed in the possession of the House? He 
| maintained that it was absolutely essential for 


the public deposits. Mr. D. then contended that 
the information called for was full and ample, 
but that if the response turned out to be unsatis- 
factory his colleague might then extend the in- 
quiry. He denied most unequivocally, in reply 
to his colleague, that the effect of this resolution 
would be to smother inquiry, or to —— the 
truth; and he repelled the idea that he had con- 








sulted the Secretary of the Treasury in drafting || 


the resolution; but he was unwilling to condemn 


| at the opposition this resolution had met with, as | 


| was made by 


On the suggestion of Mr. RIPLEY, a motion 
Mr. P. C. FULLER, to reconsider 


|| the vote rejecting the amendment of the Commit- 


'| tee of the 


Jirvini ‘ I . |; ve 
| gentlemen from Virginia and Tennessee, [Messrs. | The seotion wan debated by 26sentl. RIDLEY, 


presented and agreed to | 
| withoutaquestion. ‘The question was this—was | 


hole providing for the aforesaid sur- 
of town lots in Galena. 


P. C. FULLER, REYNOLDS of Illinois, and 
HARDIN; when the vote was reconsidered, ana 


| the amendment was concurred in. 


| 


The following amendment of the Committee 
f the Whole was next read: 


For a custom-house in Boston, in addition to a former 


Oo 


| appropriation, $200,000. 


the action of the House upon the bill regulating || J AN. the 
it |, by restricting the cost of the site and building to 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the item 


|, the sums heretofore and now proposed to be ap- 
|| propriated. ; 
|| The latter amendment was briefly advocated 


|, by Messrs. UNDERWOOD and MERCER, and 
|| opposed b 
| and CAMBRELENG; when 


Messrs. LAWRENCE, ADAMS, 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD modified his amendment 
so as to limit the entire cost of the ground and 


fect, and concluded by hoping the resolution he || 
| 


| building, appropriated heretofore, and to i 
| propriated hereafter, to the sum of $350,000. 
\| After a few additional remarks, Mr. U. asked for 
| the yeas and nays on his amendment; which 
| “The discuesi further continued by M 

that a resolution asking for information from the || e discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
head of a Department should be supplanted by | REED, HARPER, SUTHERLAND, MER- 
the appointment of an inquisitorial committee; || CER, and EVERETT; when the amendment of 
founded, too, upon the assumption of guilt on |, Mr. Unpenwoop wasnegatived—yeas 82, nays 68. 
the part of that officer. “ a “ prejudging | em question revacies on the amendment of the 

o good co esult from it. ommittee of the ole. 
See es ete inn we Mr. OWENS asked for the yeas and nays; 


But | 
Mr. D.’s resolution in no way embarrassed the || ; 

y || which were not ordered;and the amendment was 

concurred in without a count. 


proposition of his colleague, and the gentleman || 

might continue to urge it as a distinct proposi- || s : 
. . The following amendment of the committee 
was also concurred in: 


tion, either before or after obtaining the required || 
For a marble bust of the late Chief Justice Marshall, 
$500 


him, or any other officer, unheard or without in- 
vestigation. Again, he was not dispased to go 
into the private inquiry embraced in the amend- 
ment of his colleague. He could not consent 


information. Mr. D. dwelt at length on the sub- || 
ad submitted would be adopted, and that, as || 
soon as practicable, they would act on the bill || 
regulating the =e of the public money in || 
| certain local banks; to do which the informa- | 


The next and last amendment of the Committee 
of the Whole was read, as follows; 


Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That it shall be the duties 
of the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, of the War and 





Iie also alluded to the Manhattan Banking 
Company, who (he said) were prohibited by the 
laws of New York from loaning out more than a 
certain amount over their capital stock. This 
bank might have large amounts of the public 
moneys, which by the Jaw it would not be author- 
ized to loan out. If directors, however, were 
allowed to take the money and lend it on their 
own responsibility, and could by this means make 
from two to three per cent. per month, in the 
same manner, (he said,) the directors might loan 
out the money to brokers, or put in their hands 
to be loaned out, for the purpose of raisins stocks, 
and by these operations great speculations might 
be carried on with the public moneys. 

Mr. W. said the country had arrived at a crisis. 
The question was of more importance now than 


it ever had been during the existénce of the Gov- | 
ernment. Were the people of the country to be |) 





| 


| necessary. 
Mr. CA 
the day. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 
| On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was 


| monthly returns of the deposit banks in relation thereto. 
| POST ROUTE. 
| On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was 





establishing a continuous post route from Baltimore, 
| way of Chambersburg, to Pittsburg. ; 


| PROTEST AGAINST ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 


Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented a remon- 
strance of sundry citizens of Michigan inst 
the bill which has passed the Senate for t 


was referred, and ordered to be printed. 


ASH, and WILLI 
submit resolutions in relation to post routes. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 
| to lay before the House a statement of the several amounts || 
deposited in the various deposit banks of the Government | 
by the several officers thereof, on public account, on the || 
first day of the present month, together with the semi- || 


| 
| 
1 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


e ad- | 
mission of that Territory into the Union; which | 


Ineffectual ee were made by Messrs. | 
MS of North Carolina, to | 


tion called for by this resolution was essentially || 


MBRELENG called for the orders of || 
| in each year, a statement showing, in detail, the expendi- 


The House resumed the consideration of the | 


Navy Departments, and of the Postmaster General, and th® 
Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to lay before Congress, the first week in January, 


tures of the previous year of the various sums which may 
have been appropriated by Congress for the contingent 


| expenses of their respective Departments, and the two 


Houses of Congress, specifying the appropriation, and under 
it the expenditures, each article purchased, the price paid, 
and to whom the same shall have been paid. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD moved an adjourn- 
ment; which was lost—ayes 77, noes 79. 

Mr. 8. moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting after the word ‘* Departments,” where 
it last occurs, the words, “ including the contin- 
gencies of foreign intercourse, and all missions 
abroad.”’ 

This amendment was briefly advocated by Mr. 
SHEPPERD, and opposed by Mr. MASON of 
Virginia; when 

r. LOVE moved an adjournment—ayes 78, 
noes 60. 

The House then (at half past four o’clock) 

adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, -fpril 20, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
| Treasury Department in answer to the resolution 
| of the Senate of the 21st ultimo, inquiring as to 
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the expediency, and the probable cost of erecting 
a suitable building for the custom-house at New 
Orleans, transmitting a letter from the collector 
of New Orleans on the subject; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of a 
number of merchants, traders, and others, of the 
city of Philadelphia, praying for the establish- 
ment of an express mail for the transportation of 
Jetters from the eastern cities to New Orleans; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Colonel Jacob Slough, praying for an increase of 


pension; which was referred to the Committee || 


on Pensions. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EWING, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the bills from the House 


for the relief of John Barkley, John Almon and | 
George Woolsey, Amelia Leach, James Moore, | 


and William Moore, severally, without amend- 
ments,.and recommending that the last two be 
rejected. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported the bills from the House for 


Jief of Colonel Gi rae} | WR | 
the relief of Colonel Gideon Morgan and Israel || 1:67 of the several deposit banks, designating the 


/amount of notes in circulation in each, and the | 
means relied on for their redemption. The whole | 


Ingalls, severally, without amendments. 
ir. McKEAN, from the Committee on Pen- 








| 
| 


} 


regard to the defences; 
_ was less so than the present; and if this was the || leave, by Messrs. McKIM,CHAN 


different States. It would prevent this fund from 
being used for party purposes; and he commented 
upon the natural propensity of parties in power 
to use it, and the effects of the use of it. It was 
a temptation to whatever party might be in power, 
from which they ought to be relieved. He went 
into a comparison 
the last four years of President Adams’s, and the 
last four years of President Jackson’s adminis- 
trations. The average of the former he put at 
$12,625,000, and the latterat $19,193,388—makin 

an average difference in favor of the economy 0 


| the former of $6,567,910. This (said Mr. S.) was 


the result of reform. The administration of Mr. 
Adams was regarded as prodigal; and he was 
considered as the most prodigal member of it in 
ut, prodigal as it was, it 


| ease in the green leaf, what could they expect 


| 


| and he feared the time had 


when the plant had reached its full vigor? In order 


pass this bill. This fund was in corset dangers 


one by now when 


| they could save it. The whole amount of capjtal 
| in the deposit banks was $43,193,000; debts due 


sions, made a report adverse to the petition of | 


Nowh Crane. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported the billfor the relief of George 
Bender, without amendment. 


Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciary, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Silence Elliott; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


_RO sf ‘ i Naval || : os ais 
Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Naval |) known since the organization of this Govern- 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew 
Armstrong; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

BILL PASSED. 

The bill authorizing the construction of a rail- 
road through the property of the United Siates 
at Springfield, Massachusetts, was reatl the third 
time, and passed. 

LAND GRANTS BY GEORGIA. 

The resolution confirming the grants made by 
Georgia to certain Jands in Alabama was read 
the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


C. T.. BAILY AND DUNCAN L. CLINCH. 


The bill for the relief of Christopher T. Baily, 
and the bill for the relief of Duncan L. Clinch, 


-were severally read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered | 


to a third reading. 
POST ROADS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


® Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of es- 


tablishing post roads to the county towns in all the coun- || 


ties of the State of Mississippi where na post roads to said 
towns, Or any of them, are now established. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to appropriate, for a limited time, the 
net proceeds of the sales of the public lands 


among the States, and to grant lands ‘to certain | 


States, was taken up as the special order. 

Mr. SOUTHARD resumed his remarks, com- 
menced yesterday. He had satisfied himself, 
from public documents in the possession of the 
Senate, that the Government had a right to the 
disposition as proposed of the public lands; in 
supportof which 
by which they were considered as a common fund 


‘for the benefit of the States. This position he 


maintained in an argument atsome length. Each 
State admitted into the Union subsequent to the 
grants gave its assent to this right. 

He then proposed to show the justice and 
equity of the prineiples-of this bill, and that it 
was not only the right, but the imperative duty, 
of Congress to it. "This was the only plan 


among all that had been » by which an 
diya proportion of the feet Soult betiven to the 





1} 
i 
1 
| 
i} 
| 


1} 


| 
1} 
{| 
| 





} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| 


he referred tothe original grants, | 


| the United States on de 


sits $38,754,000; and 


| specie in their vaults $11,067,000. 


He exhibited a general statement of the condi- 


currency of the country, he said, was under the 
control of the President, who, by his order could 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


etween the expenditures of || 


| 


| 


|| to — this downward course, it was necessary to || 





| 
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| 


| 


| 


ruin not only all the deposit, but other banks— | 


they were all at his entire mercy; which was || establishing a go:t road from Carbondale, by the way of 


more power than any one man ought to have, or 


| that the Executive should have, even if he were 


| 


} country. 
| false. 


all that was said of him; and unless there should 
be relief, there would soon be such a depression 
of commercial credit in this country as was never 


ment. 
buked because they were false prophets. He had 
prophesies that there would not be a return of 
old currency,as predicted by the Senator from 

lissouri,|Mr. Benton.] It was true that mem- 
bers of Congress could get gold here in Wash- 
ington, but there was none of it to be scen in the 
So far, then, his prophecy was not 


rophecy two years ago. 
e drawn from the banks 
promptly by the Government, without those ruin- 
ous effects he had mentioned. But by assigning 
the money to the twenty-four States, according 
to this bill, they could be drawn out gradually to 
meet the demands upon them by the respective 


would be the interest of the States, in that case, 
to sustain these banks. Internal improvements 


auspices, care, and guardianship of the States, 


ministration. 


| 
| 


| 
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the war of the Revolution; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. A letter from the Secretary of War, in 
answer to a resolution of the 11th instant, trang. 
mitting a list of the clerks employed in his De- 
partment, their duties, emoluments, &c.; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 
Also, similar reports from the Second, Fourth, 
and Fifth Auditors, and the Treasurer of the 
United States; which were disposed of in like 
| manner. 
| The SPEAKER resented the remonstrance of 
sundry citizens of Michigan against the bound. 
ary proposed by the bill before the House for the 
admission of that Territory into the Union; which 
| was laid on the table. 
| Petitions and memorials were pores, on 

Y,PEARCE 
| of Rhode Island, THOMPSON of South Caro. 
| lina, TALIAFERRO, and LAWLER. 

Mr. HARD made an ineffectual effort to take 
up his resolution for printing an extra number of 
copies of the report and survey of a ship channel 
around the Falls of Niagara. 

POST ROUTES. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Car- 
olina, it was 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post road from New Castie, Trop Hill, in 


Wilkes county, North Carolina, to Gayron court-house, 
Virginia. 


On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


Greenvilie, Abingdon, and Nieholson, to Tunkhannock, 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 


On motion of Mr. CRAMER, it was 


‘| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Some of them (the Opposition) were re- | 
On motion of Mr. CRAMER, it was 


i| establishin 


| Post Roads be instructed.to inquire into the expediency of 
¥ @ post route from the City of Albany to the 
village of Waterford, by Watervliet, and Cohoes. 


Resolved, ‘Chat the Committee on the Post Office and 


|| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency. of 


' 
| 


| States as the money would be wanted; and it | 


| by roads and canals could then go on prosper- | 
_ously, and education would go on under the | 


‘| and the money would not be left in the Treasury | 


| to be squandered away by an extravagant Ad- | : 
4 : 7 - | that another gentleman objected to the presenta- 


Mr. WRIGHT next took the floor, and ad- 


dressed the Senate for about one hour and a half 
in opposition to the bill; when, without having 
concluded, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespary, -fpril 20, 1836. 


The CHAIR, by leave of the House, presented 
the followmg comm nications: 

I. A letter from the tecretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report from the topographical bureau, 
in reply to a resolution of the 4th of February, 
relative to the progress and present condition of 
the improvement of the navigation of the Ten- 
nessee river; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

_ If. A letter from the Secretary of War, inclos- 
ing a report of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
in the case of Peter Wells; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

_ LIL. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in response to a resolution .of the 11th instant, 
in relation to :laims for supplies furnished during 


| establishing a post route from Schenectady to Burtonville, 

' and Esperance, in the eounty of Schoharie, passing through 

| the towns of Rotterdam, Princetown, and Duanesburg, in 
the couuty of Schenectady. » 


7 i i PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
The present state of the currency, he 1 


| thought would be admitted, was worse than it | 
| was at the time of his 
| The deposits could not 


Mr. WISE asked, and obtained, leave of the 
| House to correct a misstatement contained in an 
editorial article in the Globe of yesterday (Tues- 
| day) in relation to the proceedings of the House. 
| It would be recollected that on Monday last an 

honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
| Reep] moved to suspend the rules of the House 
| in order to allow the presentation of such petitions 
| as should not be objected to, and such as should 
| not give rise to any debate. It was stated in the 
| editorial article in the Globe, that, when the hon- 

orable gentleman from Massachusetts, who made 
| this motion, offered to present his petitions, he 

(Mr. Wise) objected to them. This, so far from 
| being true, was a total perversion of the facts as 
they actually occurred. It was for the reason 


| tion of the petitions of the gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetts, that he (Mr. tees to all the 
petitions offered thereafter. He considered the 
| resolution itself to exclude such petitions as would 
| not give rise to debate, and receive such as the 
| House, in its wisdom and diseretion, should see 
fit to receive; this was against the freedom and 
the right of petition. He appealed to the gentle- 
man eas assachusetts, and the whole House, 
to bear witness that he did not object to the _. 
| sentation of the petitions of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Pearce,] but for the reason 
that another member had objected to the petitions 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts. He should 
not have noticed this charge but for the fact that 
| it was given in evidence against him as being con- 
nected "with the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. 
Stape,] and that he knew that gentleman’s in- 
tention to present the memorial on the subject of 
restricting the admission of Arkansas into the 
‘Union. He went farther, and stated that any and 
all intimations, by whomsoever made, that he or 
any of his friends, as far‘as he ‘knew, had had 
any u , tacit or e with any 
gentleman, ei gentleman from Vermont or 


~~ 
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any other gentleman, of the non-slaveholding 
States, with a view of ae those memo- 
rials, were false, basely false. e had no more 
jdea that the gentleman intended to offer any me- 
morials on the subject of the restriction of Ar- 
kansas, or any other subject, than the dead. He 
protested against the introduction of such memo- 
rials, and from the beginning he had fought against 
the reception even of memorials to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia. He thought it due 
to himself that a contradiction of this statement 
should go out to the public; and he requested the 
reporters, and the reporters for the Globe espe- 
cially, to take down what he said: that this state- 
ment was a base, willful misrepresentation of the 
proceedings of the House; and a vile attack upon 
the motives of individual members, and upon the 
honesty of their intentions in their acts of legis- 
lation. He made this request of the reporters of 
the Globe in order that the baseness and falsehood | 
of the editorial article in that paper might be re- 

corded by itself. 


[From the proceedings of the House on Thurs- 
day, the 2ist, it appears that the Clerk of the 
House, in making up the Journal, committed the 
same mistake that we did. It appears that Mr. 
Graves made the objection; but, as he was sit- 
ting and Mr. Wise standing up when the objec- 
tion was made, it was supposed by every person 
who was not in the immediate neighborhood of 
their seats, that it was the latter.] 


WEST POINT ACADEMY, 


Mr. HAWES made an ineffectual motion to 
take up his resolution for printing the report of 
the select committee of the last session on the 

| 
| 








subject of the West Point Academy. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Pressly 
N. O’Bannon; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas F. Triplett; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. CHANEY, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the President 
of the United States to cause to be issed to Oseola 
a patent for a certain reservation of land in the 
State of Alabama; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting a bounty in lands | 
to the organized militia-men, mounted militia- 
men, volunteers, and rangers, who defended the | 
country during the late war; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill making an 
soarensiotion for the erection of a custom-house 
and public store-houses in the city of New Or-- 
leans; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HEISTER, from the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the sup- | 
pression of gambling in the District of Columbia; 
which was read twice, and committed... 

Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to abolish the distinction in | 
pore of mY and extend the privilege of draw- | 

cks; which was read twice, and postponed | 
until this day three weeks. 

(This bill places all ports in the United States 
on the footing of the most favored ones, and also 
J eyew: goods in original ee to be exported | 
for the benefit of drawback to all places, whether | 
immediately adjoining the United States or not, | 
and whether carried from port to port by sea or | 
otherwise. This will place the countries to the | 
north and northeast of the United States, on 
the same footing as places lying to the south 
and southwest of Louisiana. It will allow goods 
in original packages to be carried fromthe Adantic 
to the Lakes, and vice versa, and be exported for 
the benefit of drawback of duties. Accompany- 
ing the bill is a report of considerable | , 
escuin the present laws on this subject, and 
stating the principles upon which the proposed 
alterations are based. 





Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee 
for the District of C ia, reported a bill to 
authorize the corporation of wn to close | 





















|| and a proposition to postpone would give rise to | 


\| hour. 


certain streets in said city; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 

Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Pattie; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported the following bills; 
which were read twice, and committed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslaver; 

A bill to adjust the titles to lands in the State 
of Louisiana, east of the Mississippi, and the | 
Island of New Orleans; and | 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Stout. 

Mr. SLADE, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Stoker; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of William | 
Fettyplace and others; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on | 
Commerce, reported a bill to encourage the em- 
loyment of boys in the vessels of the United 
tates; which was read twice, and committed. 

Unfavorable reports upon various petitions, 
were made by Mr. P. C. FULLER, from the 
Committee of Claims; Messrs. PIERCE of New 
Hampshire, and THOMAS, from the Committee | 
on the Judiciary; Messrs. FRY, and LEA of 
Tennessee, from the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions; Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, | 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions; and 
by Mr. KENNAN, from the Committee on the | 
Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, instructed by | 
the Committee on Military Affairs, moved to set 
apart one hour (from twelve to one o’clock) on | 

riday next, for the payers of considering the 
bill authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept the service of volunteers, and the bill 
for the better protection of the western fron- 


~ 


VIER, JOHNSON of Kentucky, HAMER, and 
UNDERWOOD, the latter moved to amend the 
motion, by inserting ‘“Thursday,’’ instead of 
‘*Friday;’’ and thus amended, the motion was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the orders of 
the day. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


The joint resolution from the Senate, fixing a 
day for the adjournment of Congress, was taken 


up. 

MMe. THOMAS presumed that gentlemen were 
not now prepared to vote upon this resolution. 
He eed, therefore, in order to reach other bills 
on the Speaker’s table, move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr.WHITTLESEY suggested that the proper 
course would be to postpone the resolution to | 
some future day. 

Mr. THOMAS replied that the resolution, if | 
laid on the table, could be called up at any time; 


a debate, which would occupy the entire morning 


Mr. WHITTLESEY asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay on the table; which 





i] 
| 
| 
' 
| 


tiers. 
After some conversation between Messrs. SE- 


|| matic service 
were ordered, and were—yeas 102, nays 74. i| 4 





So the resolution was laid on the table. 
OHIO—MICHIGAN. 


mapeiens line of the State of Ohio, and to 


vide fort 


twice. 

The question being on the engrossment of the 
bill— 

Mr. MERCER moved that it be committed’ 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. THOMAS said he would not detain the 
House very long, to urge objections to this motion. 
Every member is doubtless Peon to vote, in the 
absence of all explanations. e subject-matter 
of this bill has been under consideration by the 
‘members of this House since the present session 
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commenced, It has not been actually before the 
House for that period; but in the reports which 
have been made in the Senate and in this House, 
and in incidental discussion, nearly every mem- 
ber is familiar with all the questions touching the 
admission of Michigan into the Union. Never- 
theless, he did not desire to prevent further 
discussion. The House can, if we refuse to 
| commit, hear discussion every morning from 
twelve until one o’clock. If the bill be commit- 

ted, it will be out of the power of a majority of 
| the House to proceed to its consideration until 
| all the appropriation bills have finally been dis- 

posed of. Hom: is it right and proper to put it 
in the power of.a small minority of the House to 
postpone this bill until near the close of the ses- 
sion? We all know that the inhabitants of the 
territory over which Ohio and the authorities of 
Michigan each claim jurisdiction, are ina most 
unenviable condition. They know not to what 
laws they are subject; and have been greatly ha- 
rassed. The State of Ohio has a right to demand 
an early decision of this. The people of Michi- 
= have. also strong claims on our attention. 

hey are entitled, through their Representatives, 
to participate in our legislation; and he did ho 
that the House, without further delay, would 
proceed to act finally on a bill involving so many 
serious and grave questions. 

.Mr. MERCER advocated his motion on the 
— of its being the proper course which a 

ill of such a character required, and the only 
place where it could be fully discussed. 

Mr. REED contended that the very principles 
of the Government demanded that they should 
go into the Committee of the Whole on this bill— 
a bill affecting the rights and interests of every 
State in the Union. He expressed his great sur- 
prise at the opposition made to the reference b 
the gentleman from Maryland. Mr. R. was will 
ing to receive Michigan into the Union, but he 
must have light on the subject; and he ventured 
to say, that no preceding Congress had ever acted 
| on a subject of this magnitude with such pre- 
| ci itancy as that desired by the gentleman from 

aryland. 

Mr. VINTON raised the point of order that 
this bill could not be taken up till the other bill 
on the same subject, now on the Speaker’s table, 
was first disposed of; which bill was also on its 
engrossment. 

he CHAIR referred to the rules prescribing 
the order of business, and decided that the first 
| business, on the House passing to the orders of 
the day, was bills on the Speaker’s table on their 
first and second reading. 

Mr. VINTON replied, that by a fair construc- 
tion of that very rule, the first subject in order 
| would be the other bill, of which no disposition 
had been made, and he therefore contended that 
that bill should have been first taken up. Mr. V. 
consequently appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; and after addressing the House for a few 
| minutes, he Oa way to 

Mr. THOMAS, to make an explanation; and 
| pending this question of order— 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the special 
| orders of the day. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
| bill making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
| Tee for th 

or the year 1836. 

The question was on concurring with the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole in the following amendment, 
| (adopted on motion of Mr. Jounson, of Tennes- 








A bill from the Senate to establish the northern || 8°?) 
pro- 


eadmission of Michiganinto the Union, | 
upon the conditions therein expressed, was read | 


Sec. 2..Andbeit further enacted, That it shall be the 
of the Seeretaries of State, of the Treasury, of the War 
and Navy Departments, and of the Postmaster Genera! 
and the of the Senate and Clerk of the House of 





which have bee ted by C 

|| -Aimagetse eebpbeden Of ae nelapo respective Departments, and the 
| tinder the 0s 1 es ee archanod, the price 
paid, and to w the same shal} have been paid. 


i To which Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD moved the 
, following amendment: by inserting after the word 


| ** De ents,’’ where it last occurs, the words, 
on ding coeead ee 
' course. missio . 
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Mr. MASON, of Virginia, excepted to the whole thought the amendment ought not to be adopted 


amendment on the ground of the great expense | 
that would be incurred in printing the requirement 
of it, nor was he assured that any benefit would | 
result from it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, contended that | 


the expense would certainly not exceed more than | 


| 


from eight hundred to a thousand dollars, and | 


advocated his amendment at some length. 


ments, as he hoped to see the principles of the 
original proposition applied to all the contingent 
expenses of every Department of the Govern- 


ment. Atpresent there was no check upon these || 


expenditures, but they were left entirely to the | 
discretion of the heads of Departments. 


was assured that the contemplated expense would | 


hereafter save as 7 thousands. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, entered into a cal- 


culation to show that the cost would be much |} 


reater than the estimate of the gentleman from | 
ennessee; probably little, if at all, less than 


leave the subject of the contingent expenditures | 
to the committees of the House charged with 
them, and not cashier those committees. If the | 


amendment should be agreed to, there would be | 


less sre er than at present, for very few of | 
the two hu 


map of figures and tabular statements. 
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without it. 

Mr. ADAMS was opposed to the modification 
to the amendment, for the most injurious results 
would be the inevitable consequence of publish- 
ing the contingent expenditures for foreign inter- 
course and missions abroad, a great portion of 
which must necessarily be of a secretnature. He 


|| was also eee to it, because it was inconsist- 


Mr. EVERETT was in favor of both amend- || 


jient witht 


a e provisions of the existing law pre- 
scribing the duties of the President of the United 


States, and placing that fund at his disposal. He 


presumed that law was carried into effect; and, if 
so, the amendment of the gentleman from North 


| Carolina (Mr. Surrrerp] was entirely unneces- 
He |) 


sary. 

Mr. BOND again addressed the House for a 
short time in support of the amendment. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, as this was the last 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole, and 
as the debate on it seemed to be interminable, he 


' demanded the previous question. 
44,000. He thought, also, that it was better to | 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, 


| which was ordered; and after proceeding with the 
| call for a few names, on motion of 


ndred and forty members would take |; 
the trouble to wade through such a voluminous | 


Mr. SPANGLER, the further proceedings of 
the call were dispensed with—ayes 78, noes not 
counted, 

The House then refused to second the call for 


_ the previous question—ayes 57, noes 87. 


Mr. HARDIN thought the adoption of the || 


proposition indispensable to prevent any im- | 


proper expenditure of the contingent appropria- || 


tions, for the officers would be wary of the fund 
committed to their charge, when they knew every 
item of it was to be Inid on the tables of the 
House, and printed. 
investigate this subject had no other way to do 


Those who now wished to | 
| 


The debate-was then further continued by 
Messrs. EVERETT, MASON of Virginia, 
RENCHER, and McKAY. 

Mr. McKAY suggested a modification to his 
colleague’s amendment, by excepting such ex- 


| penditures of the contingent expenses for foreign 


it than by going to all the several Departments |’ 


and bureaus, a labor that would consume not 
less than two months from day to day. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was in | 


it 


favor of the amendment, for he contended the |! 


effect of it would be, so far from cashiering the | 
committees, to cause them to do their duty with | 


more vigilance. It was known from experience 
that scarcely any committee, whose duties re- 


j 


quired them to go frequently to the Departinents, | 


while they were required at the same time to 
. . ' 
ttend the sessions of the House, did or could | 


perform whut was required of them as a commit- || 


tee. Besides, it was more consistent with the | 
legislative character of the House, that the officers | 
of the Departments should send their reports to | 
the House, instead of the House sending their | 
committees tothem. So far from the proposition 
being an abolition of control, it was an extension | 
of it, and the expense was inconsiderable. 


Mr. BOND remarked that the Committees on | 


the Contingent Expenditures were merely raised |, 


as a matter of form, and rarely ever did anything. 


In fact, they sometimes never held a single mect- | 


ing in the session, and therefore this proposition | 
would be productive of great benefit. 
Mr. HARPER also supported the amendment, 


The committees scarcely ever acted on the sub- 
ect. 


i 
| 


Mr. HAWES considered the amendment neces- || 


sary. He had been for five years chairman of | 
the Committee on the Expenditures of the Post 
Office, and during the whole of that time he never 
knew who the members of his committee were. | 
He would be bound to say that the gentleman | 
from North Carolina, (Mr. SHeprerp,] was the 





first chairman of a Committee on the Expendi- 
tures that had ever even thought of calling them 
together, These committees were never expected 
to act. The amendment, then, was absolutely 
indispensable, and would present some check to 
the contingent expenditures. 


the War Department, the expenses of the West | 
Point Academy were set down as amounting to_ 


Mr. H. adverted || 
to the extraordinary fact, that, in a return from } 


| more 
for it would present a check to the expenditures |! 


of the Departments, where none now existed. | 


little more than antag per annum, while the | 
u 


House was called upon, from 
appropriate upwards of $150, 
tution 


ar to year, to |) 
for that insti- | 


| intercourse as were settled on certificate by the 


President of the United States; which 
Mr. SHEPPERD accepted as a modification; 
and the amendment, as modified, was then agreed 


0. 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved to amend his 
amendment by inserting, after the word ‘ Con- 
gress,’’ ** in licu of the statement now required by 
law ;"’ which was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon concurring 
with the Committee of the Whole in their pro- 
posed amendment as amended;.and the debate 
was further continued by Messrs. JOHNSON of 
Tennessee, MERCER, WHITTLESEY, CAM- 
BRELENG, TOUCEY, and BOON. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment, as amended, was concurred in—yeas 13], 
nays 57. " 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose (he said) to make 


a suggestion to the gentleman who had offered 


| various amendments in Committee of the Whole: 


that, as the Committee of Ways and Means had 


acted under the practice, he might almost say’ 


onder the instructions, of the House, by exclud- 
ing from this bill, as far as ferectenabie. every 
appropriation not authorized by an existing act 
of Congress, he would, therefore, respectfully 
suggest to those gentlemen, that there would be 
other opportunities presented, which would be 
roper than the present, for offering their 
amendments, particularly on the light-house and 
other bills from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said, he rose neither for 
the purpose of offering an amendment, nor of 
making a speech; but, believing the interest of 
the country in every quarter demanded the speedy 
action of Congress upon this bill, and that the 
country was at this time actually suffering under 
the present circumstances, he rose for the purpose 
of precluding any further unprofitable debate, and 
he therefore demanded the previous question. 

The motion for the previous question was then 
seconded by the House, taken by tellers—ayes 
95, noes 64; and, on ordering the main question 
to be put, 

Mr! MERCER asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the result was—yeas 
104, nays 74. 

_ So the House determined that the main ques- 
tion, which was on the engrossment of the bill, 
should be now put, and that question was then 
agreed to without a count. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 


: | a third reading to- . 
Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD addressed the House | Sean tree ae 


for some time in supportof this modification, and | 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the bills from 
the Senate fixing the northern boundary of Ohio, 


ee 





The bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong 


ss! 


eT 


—————————————————— 
and for the admission of Michigan into the Union 
and the bill for the admission of Arkansas into 
the Union, were ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House two 
communications from the War Department; the 
first. transmitting a report from the commissar 
general of subsistence, in relation to the emigrat- 
ing Choctaw Indians; and the second a report of 








the engineer bureau, respecting the national road 
west of the river Ohio; which were appropriately 
referred. 

On motion of Mr. STORER, the House (ata 
quarter past five o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 





Tuvurspay, April 21, 1836. 


| IN SENATE. 

| Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, to which had been referred the pe- 
| tition ’of Henry Newman and others, reported a 
| bill for their relief ; which was read, and ordered to 
|asecond reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fj- 
nance, reported the bill to remit the duties on 
goods imported into the city of New York, and 
diaeeyel b fire, and the bill to repeal the 14th 
section of the act incor 
to the Bank of the Unite 

| ment. 


rating the subscribers 
States, without amend- 


BILLS PASSED. 

The a bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Duncan & Clinch, and 
John H. McIntosh; 

The bill to confirm grants made by Georgia of 
lands in Alabama; an 

The bill for the relief of Christopher T. Baily. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of es- 


tablishing a mail route from Portland, by Athens, to Union 
Town, Alabama. 


BILL REFERRED. 


was read the second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


THE PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


The bill to regulate the deposits of the public 
moneys was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. 
WRIGHT, postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for aaoiee next. 


BILLS READ THE SECOND TIME. 


The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George Hurlbert, deceased; 

on bill for the relief of Gustavus B. Howard, 
an 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colonel William Bond ahd Colonel William 
Douglass, were severally read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to appropriate for a limited time the 
net proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States, and for granting lands to cetain States, 
was taken up as a special order. 

Mr. WRIGHT resumed, and concluded his 
speech begun yesterday iu opposition to the bill. 

Mr, CRITTENDEN then rose and addressed 
the Senate in support of the bill. He referred to 
the resolutions : had laid on the table a few days 
ago, passed by the Legislature of Kentucky, in- 
structing her Senators to use their exertions in 
favor of this measure; and, in addressing the Sen- 
ate on this occasion, he acted (he said) in ebedi- 
ence to the dictates of a sense of duty, as well as 
in conformity with his own wishes and opinions. 
Mr. C. first endeavored to show, taking into view 
the manner in which the United States came into 
the possession of the public lands, and the tenure 
by which they were held, the perfect competence 
of the Government ‘o dispose of them es contem- 
plated by the bill. He reviewed the various 
arguments of Mr. Wricut, and contended, in op- 
position to that gentleman, that the net proceeds 
of the land sales were not liable to the offsets that 
had been charged against them; that the thirty 


 — 
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and Florida could not justly be charged against | 
and wealthy Territory was of incalculably more | 
value than the sum paid for it; and that the rev- 
enues that had been derived from the customs at 
New Orleans alofe were sufficient to demonstrate 


to charge these lands with the cost of our Indian 
wars, was equally out of the question, as there 
would have been Indians on our frontiers to 
create disturbances, whether these territories had 
been purchased or not. He contended that all 
the expenses incurred for the purchase, for the 
surveys of the lands, and for Indian wars, had 
been more than recompensed by the consequences 
of these purchases. Mr. C., after entering into 
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millions expended for the purchase of Louisiana ‘| lands in the State of Ohio down to twenty-five 


i 


| 


‘| cents per acre; and in ‘Michigan they would be 
the land sales, as the rman od over that vast || 


reduced to fifty cents. In Ohio, sales were now | 
rapidly going on at the minimum price, and if 


| the system was not disturbed it would, in the 


course of the year, produce $2,000,000. Anx- 


‘| lous as he was, after four years’ reflection, he 


the absurdity of such an offset; and further, that || was so far opposed to the introduction of this ¢| 


graduating principle, that he would rather see the 


| bill itself defeated than to see it pass into a law 


with it incorporated in it; and he would say, if 
altered at all, it would be much better to increase 
than diminish the price of the land. They ought |, 
to conduct the business of the United States the 


| same as individuals conduct their concerns. In 
the State of Ohie there was more land sold than 


calculations to show the vast surplus that must | 


remain in the Treasury after paying the expenses 
of the current year, and the necessity there was 
of devising some mode of safely disposing of it, 
took a view of the objects to which it had been 


sively into the subject of the proposed fortifica- 
tions on the sea-board. He was much opposed 
to the extensive system of fortifications contem- 
poem by the bill of the Senator from Missouri, 

elieving that they were not necessary for the 
defense of the country, and that the inevitable | 
consequences of having such extensive fortifica- | 
tions would be the creation of a standing army. || 
He would much rather rely for the defense of the || 


country on its increased strength and powerful || new States, to show their annual increase from 
resources, together with the courage and patriot- || 1820 to 1830. Illinois had increased eighteen and | 

So powerful had our nation || a half per cent. per annum; Alabama, fourteen; | 
become, such was its wealth and resources, and || Indiana, thirteen and a third; Missouri, eleven; || instead of the speculator. Let us, then, (said Mr. 
such the courage and patriotism of our citizens, || Mississippi, upwards of eight; Ohio, six; and || 


that he was certain that no invading army that | Louisiana, four per cent. per annum, whereas 


ism of our citizens. 


landed on our coasts would ever 
the reception they met with. He believed that 
we might safely permit any invader to land with- || 
out molestation on our coasts, for he was confi- 

dent of our ability to destroy them as soon as | 
they landed. Besides, he thought an invading | 


way to attack one of these fortifications. Mr.C., 
in conclusion, spoke of the great advantages that |; 
would accrue from distributing this fund among | 
the States, and the danger of its remaining in the 
Treasury, encouraging schemes of extravagance 
and prodigality. 

Mr. BENTON withdrew his amendment on 
which the question was pending, as he did not | 
wish to take the question on it in the absence of | 
his colleague, who was absent in consequence of || 
sickness in his family, in order to make way for | 
other amendments that might be offered. 

Mr. WALKER then submitted the following 
amendment, to come in as an additional section: | 

‘ind be it further enacted, That from and after the 


pane « this act, all the lands of the United States which 
ve been offered at public sale to the highest bidder, and 


after said offer at publie sale, shall be subject to sale at | 


| the ground that the progress of the sa 


in any other State in the Union, which (he said) 
rew out of a dense and increasing population. 

his graduation system must be supported on | 
ion was too 


| slow, or that they were not settling fast enough. | 


D t 1 _ These lands were bringing in so much now there 
proposed to appropriate it, entering very exten- | 


was no necessity of a reduction in price. There || 


| was, in fact,ageneralimpression in both branches | 


| of Congress that they were selling too rapidly, 
| and investing the proceeds in an unsafe medium. || 


'tlement of the new States; and this reduction | 


| emigration. 


There was no want of stimulus to induce the set- | 


was not necessary or required as an incentive to | 


Mr. C. read extracts froma publication exhib- | 


iting a statement of the state of population in the 


} 


, population of the United States, during that pe- 


| riod, was about thirty-two per cent., which was || 


; ng || hundred and fifty-three per cent., (her average || 
army would act very unwisely to go out of its || being one hundred and eighty-five per cent.,) and || 
‘by Alabama one hundred per cent.; and by | 

} 


| Louisiana, the lowest, eight per cent. 





— entry at the rate of twenty five centsper acre; those 
ands which have been offered in like manner under ten and 
tess than fifteen years, atthe rate of fifty cents; and those | 
offered and remaining unsold five years and less than ten | 





ears, at the rate of seventy-five cents per acre: Provided, 

0 person under the provisions of this act shall be authorized 
or permitted to enter at the prices specified by this act more 
than one hundred and sixty acres, or a quarter section, in | 
subdivisions not less than a quarter-quarter section, in his | 
or her own nam2, or in the name of any other person, for 
his or her own use, and in no case unless he or she intends | 
it for settlement or cultivation, or the use of his or her im- 
provement; and the person applying to make any entry 
under this act shall file hisor her affidavit, with such regu- | 
lations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, that 
he or she makcs the entry in his or her own name for his or 
her own benefit, and not in trust for another : 4nd provided 
also, That no patent shall issue to any persou making said 
entry until three years thereafter; and that any sale, con- 
tract for sale, lease, or contract for lease, of said lands so | 
entered under the provisions of this act, which may be | 
made prior to the emanation of the patent, shall be utterly 
null and void, and shall operate as a forfeiture of the title | 
to the United States. 


Mr. CLAY said it was his wish, during the | 
poere of the bill, to ask the indulgence of the | 

nate to hear him on its general merits; but he | 
had risen now to speak to the amendment offered 
ay the Scnator from Mississippi, [Mr. Wa.xer.} | 

he amendment was a principle of giaduation, | 
by which, after the lapse of a period of years, 
the public lands were to be reduced to a very low 
price. The immediate effect would be to put these 


exceeded by Illinois at the average rate of one | 


The av- 
erage of the seventeen old States was twenty-five 
per cent., and the new States sixty per cent. more 


E. 


= 


What wasthere, then, forthe security of the a 


| try, that the settler took the land as a bona fide 


settler, except making an affidavit, and affidavits 
of that kind should not be encouraged. The man 
who regarded the obligation of an oath would re- 
fuse to take it; while the less scrupulous would 
not hesitate to do it with an improper design. 
Mr. C. spoke of the soundness of the present 
system of disposing of the public lands. Fortunes 
were now daily making under it, and this was 
therefore not the time to reduce the price of them. 


| The Senator from New York had spoken of the 


large amount of purchases, and the small propor- 
tion of the lands purchased, that were owned by 
bona fide settlers; and have we not reason to be- 
lieve (said Mr. C.) that our own money has been 
used to make these speculating purchases, and 
then returned again to the deposit banks? By 
this dangerous, ruinous system of graduation, 
these speculators would exact more exorbitant 
prices from the real bona fide emigrant than he 
pays now; and there never was a more insuspi- 
cious time to admitthe principle of graduation than 
the present. He admitted there might be land 


| not worth twenty-five cents an acre, or even the 


taxes. ‘They would do wrong, then, to tempt a 
poor emigrant to settle on this poor land when 
there was better. And why (said he) make it 
applicable to all the States, while in some Siates 
there was not an acre that was not arable? In 
the State of Ohio the sales were more rapid, and 
the poor land much greater in proportion than in 
the other western States. he price was low 
enough; and every man who wished could buy 


| agood tract, and purchase from a parental ‘seller, 


C.,) not adopt a system that cuts down all your 


| lands in the state of Ohio at one single blow to 
et back to tell |! Delaware had increased but a half per cent. per || 
annum. The average rate of increase of the whole | 


twenty-five cents an acre. Let us continue to 
pursue the course our fathers have pointed out. 

After Mr. Cray concluded, 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year 1836, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY rose to correct some represent- 
ations made yesterday, no doubt by mistake, by 
the Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. Sourmarp,] 


| in relation to the Union Bank in the State of Ten- 
| than that amount. There was, therefore, no new || 
| impulse necessary to induce emigration to the || 
| new States. 


nessee, and exhibited official statements from the 
Treasury Department to show the error into 
which that Senator had fallen; and also to show 


He knew the ideas of the Senator from Mis- || the entire solvency and ability of that bank to 
sissippi [Mr. Warker] were in favor of the set- || meet itsengagements, He explained the manner 
tlers. He (Mr. C.) had had some experience in || in which he supposed he had fallen into the error 
this matter of preémption rights of settlers in his | by showing facts in relation to resources of the 


| price with eighty cents, and got down eventually 


own and the adjoining State of Tennessee. 
inhabitants there, at an early day, had tried the 
graduating system of settling some on one hun- 


dred-acre tracts, some on four hundred, and some || 


on one thousand-acre tracts; and, except in the 


‘ | case of the Jate Governor Shelby, he and his col- 
which have reinained unsold for fifteen years or upwards || 


league could not recollect an instance of the ori- |, 


| ginal settler remaining on the land under this sys- | 


tem; and so careful was the law in regard to them | 
that they were designated by the term bona fide 
actual settlers. They began the reduction of the 


to five cents per acre. 


The || bank which he could not have been aware of. 


He felt it his duty, in justice to the bank, to make 
this correction. 
The Senate then adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Taunspay, April 21, 1836. 
The SPEAKER stated that an error had oc- 


curred in making up the Journal of Tuesday, 
which was not noticed or corrected when it was 
| read yesterday. 
And with regard to its | Journal to which he referred, that when the gen- 


The Clerk had stated, in the 


being a law for the benefit of settlers, the title of | tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Reep} offered 
the bill ought to have been changed to a bill for |, to presenta petition under the order adopted upon 


the benefit of speculators. They were bought 
up by persons who would move on to them with 
their property and a number of negroes. They | 
woul send out Tom to make a settlement in one 
place, Dick to another, Jim to another,and Harry 
to another, and so on; and in registering the 
names of the settlers they found it necessary to 
ut down the surnames of the settlers; and as 
Pom and Dick and Jim and Harry had no sur- | 
names, they put them down Tom Black, Dick 
Black, J’m Black,and Harry Black. And when | 
he (Mr. C.) was in the Legislature of Kentucky, | 
he said it was an old saying, that murder would | 
out, and that by reversing these names, as was | 


done in indexing, they would find these settlers || 


to be no other than Black Tom, Black Dick, Black 
Jim, and Bluck Harry. (Laugiiter.] The rich | 
from Philadelphia, New York, &c., would em- | 
loy persons to make settlements on them, and, 
instead of their falling into the hands of the poor | 
settlers, they fell into the hands of the wealthy. 


that gentleman’s motion, its ae was ob- 
| Sega to by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
| Wise.) Itappeared that the objection was made 
, by another member, [Mr. Graves,] and by the _ 
| unanimous consent of the House the Journal 
| would be so corrected. 


No objection being made, the correction was 


|| made accordingly. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
| the heirs of William B. Bunting, deceased, late a 
| lieutenant of infantry in the army of the Revo- 
| lution; which was read twice and committed, 

| Mr. C., from the same committee, made seve- 
| ral unfavorable reports upon several petitions, 


| RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 

| Mr. MERCER submitted the following resc- 
| lution; which, by consent, was considered and 
' adopted: 
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Resdlved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 


before this House a statement of the various surveys made 
pursuant to the act of the 30th of April, 1824, specifying 
therein, as nearly as practicable, their respective cost ; the 
date of the commencement, and, where already completed, 
of the report of each survey; and distinguishing such as 
have had their entire expense defrayed out of the annual 
fund appropriated by that act, and the several appropria- 
tions subsennently made for the same object, from those 
surveys which have been made at the joint cost of this 
Government, and various States, corporations, or associa- 
tions of individuals. 


Mr, BELL submitted the following resoluticn; 
which was.considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House hereafter be re- 
quired to make a weekly statement of the resolutions and 


bille (Senate bills inclusive) upon the Speaker’s table ; 
accom 
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bbill. 





and proceedings ; and that such statement shall be printed | 


for the use of the members of the House. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North || the bill, under properiimitations. 


Carolina, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed || ment of the gentleman from North Carolina, he 


to inquire into the expediency of paying the claim of North | 


Carolina, for advances made by that State during the late || time, he woul 


| act tu two 


i] | 
|| of men to be called out to five or ten thousand | 
|) men. 


war; the evidence of the said advance being on file in the | 
office of the Third Auditor of the Treasury Department. 


On motion of Mr. RIPLEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be | 
instfcted to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury, by commissioners, (subject to | 
his approbation,) to select sites and prepare reports and 
estimates of hospitals, to be built upon the western rivers 
and lakes, for disabled sick seamen and boatmen on said | 
waters. | 


Mr. HAWES asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the resolution presented on the 7th day 
of January last, authorizing the appointment of a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
for the reorganization of the Military Academy at West | 


next, between the hours of twelve and one o’clock. 


1] 


ported from the Committee on Military Affairs, | 


for the protection of that frontier. 

Mr. EVERETT preferred the proposition of | 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. AsH ey.] | 
He was not, however, aware of any emergency 
which should induce them to give to the 
dent the extraordinary powers contained in the | 
He should vote for the amendment of the | 
Exteers. from North Carolina and Missouri, | 


Messrs. McKay and Asuuey,] but he should | 
eel himself bound to vote against the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, urged the necessity and im- | 
portance of the passage of the bill, with such | 


| modifications as might meet the views of all. The | 
nied with a reference to the orders and proceed- | 


of life, cost the Government $2,000,000 in the 


inga of the House upon each, and the date of such orders | | 


want of similar preparation had, besides the loss 


Black Hawk war. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, was in favor of | 
i The bill gave 
the Presidentextraordinary powers, The amend- 
believed a very judicious one; and, at a proper 
move to limit the operation of the 
ears; and also to restrict the number 


If thus guarded, he would vote for the bill, 


‘| mainly because it would supersede a bill before 


the Senate, which proposed a permanent increase 
of the Army. 
Mr. HARDIN was opposed to the bill, as re- 


principally on account of the extraordinary power 


and patronage which it conferred on the Presi- || 


| dent. 


| 


| 
Mr. H. was proceeding in his objections to the | 
| 


| provisions of the bill, when the hour of one having | 


| arrived, the committee rose, reported progress, 
Point, be made the special order of the day on Tuesday || and asked leave to sit again. 


Objection being made, Mr. HAWES moved to || 


suspend the rules for the purpose indicated; which 


was decided in the negative—yeas 106, nays 67; || tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
‘| Government for the year 1836. 


two thirds being necessary. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Petitions and memorials were 


Messrs. UNDERWOOD, GRANGER, and 
SUTHERLAND, and appropriately referred. 
SERVICE OF VOLUNTEERS. 
Pursuant to order, the House went into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Muuvensene in the chair,) on the | 
bill authorizing the President of the United States | 
to accept the service of volunteers. 
Mr. McKAY moved to amend the bill by re- | 
stricting the power proposed to be conferred on | 


the President to the same limitations provided by || several States of the Union, to be apportioned | 


the act of 1795 —namely, that volunteers should 
be received only in the event of invasion, insur- | 
rection, &c. 
McK. thought this limitation necessary and 
proper. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, had no objec- 
tion to the proposedamendment. The committee 
did not desire to change an 


principle embraced | 
in the act of 1795. 


The only new feature in the 


bill was to receive volunteers for twelve, instead || 


of three months, as now provided by law. 
Mr. BOND inquired whether the bill was 


intended to meet an cculiar emerge ) 
e y peculiar emergency, or | 


whether it contemplated a general and perma- || 


nent system ? 

Mr. JOHNSON sent to the Clerk’s table a 
letter from the Secretary of War in favor of the | 
provisions of the bill; which was read. The | 
passage of the bill (Mr. J. believed) would be a 
saving of expense, and would at the same time 
be the best mode of providing for the defense of | 
the frontiers in case of Indian hostilities, &c. | 


He had no objection to any limitation upon the || 


power conferred upon the President, which the 
gentleman might deem proper. 

Mr. ASHLEY was in favor of the principles 
of the bill. He should, however, propose two 
additional sections, authorizing the raising one 
more regiment of dragoons. Tf the bill, as re- 
ported, was not acceptable to the House, he 
would then move his proposition in lieu of the 
same. He was in favor of providing for the 
defense of the western frontier, by an efficient 
foree, which should be kept constantly in the 
service; and an additional regiment of dragoons, 


° | 
In atime of profound peace, Mr. || 


| 


resented by | > 


|| the first installment to be paid on the Ist of July 
'| next, and the others on the Ist of October, Jan- 
puarys and April following, with a 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House took up the bill making appropria- 


_The question being on the final passage of the 


also to add another section to the bill enacting | 


| that out of the net proceeds of the sales of the | 


public lands received in the years 1832, 1833, | 
1834, and 1835, there be appropriated the sum of | 
23,861,972 for the common use and benefit of the | 


among them according to their respective Federal | 
representative numbers, and to be paid in four | 
equal quarterly installments, to the treasurer, or | 
other proper officer of each State respectively; 


' 


rovision that | 


|, each of the seven new States should receive ten | 


| per cent. in addition to their allotment. 


ill, | 
Mr. MERCER rose, and moved to recommit | 
‘| the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
| state of the Union, with instructions to reduce 
|| the appropriation for the custom-house at New || 
| York from $300,000 to $100,000, and providing | 
| that the total cost should notexceed $500,000; an 


OBE. 


in his opinion, was preferable to any other force 


resi- || 


| 
| 





| 


! 
| 
| 


| 





| 


| 
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whole discussion on the surplus revenue. LH. 
would merely remark that there was every prob- 
ability that in 1838,-’39, and ’40, the public rey. 
enue would not exceed two thirds of the eXpenses 
of the Government. 

Mr. FRENCH addressed the House at some 
length, orincipally in reference to the distribution 
of the surplus revenue arising from the sale of 
the public lands. [His remarks will be given 
eae 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he could not say, as his 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. Frencu] had said, 
that if this proposition was to come forward in q 
proper manner, he would vote for it; for Mr. §, 
could not vote for it in any form, much less could 
he do so when it was attached to the civil list bill, 
which, if passed with such an amendment, as 
every gentleman knew, would jeopardize its pas- 
sage. Mr. 8. said he looked upon the principle 
contained in this proposition as one of the most 
obnoxious ever presented to the American Con- 
gress; and as it was a subject which had some- 
what agitated the public mind in his State, he 
should, when it camc up in due form, ask permis- 
sion of the House to give his views on it. For 
the present he forebore, because he deemed it im- 
proper, and he therefore demanded the previous 


| question. 


Mr. GIDEON LEA moved a call of the House; 
which was negatived—ayes 55, noes not counted. 

The previous question was then seconded— 
ayes 88, noes 64. 

The CHAIR remarked that if the House or- 
dered the main question to be put, it would be on 
the passage of the bill. 

r. MERCER. If the Chair so decides, I 
appeal -from the decision. I contend that the 
—_ question will be on the commitment of the 

ill. 

The CHAIR stated the question. The bill had 
been read the third time,and the question was on 
its passage. The gentleman from Virginia moved 
to recommit the bill with certain: instructions. 


| The previous question was moved and seconded; 


and there could be but one main question, and 
that would be on the passage of the bill. The 
potions question cut off all amendment—all de- 
vate. The only motions which could be enter- 
tained after the previous question was ordered, 
was to adjourn, orto lay on the table. The rule 
and the practice of the: House was plain and 
explicit on this point. 

ir. MERCER remarked, that the previous 
question had been seconded, but not ordered. 

The CHAIR. The gentlemaw can then re- 
serve his point until it is ascertained whether the 
previous question is sustained. 

Mr. MERCER acquiesced in this course. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
for the yeas and nays on the previous question; 
which were ordered, and were: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Ashley, Bean, Boon, 
Bouidin, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Cambre- 
leng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. 
Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Cramer, 
Cushman, Dickerson, Doubleday, Drom e, Fairfield, 
- Fuller, James 


Mr. MERCER supported his amendment at || Garland, Gillet, Glaseock, Grantiland, Haley, Hamer, Han- 


|| length, and entered into a series of statements and | 
i| 


| would be received by the respective States, 


calculations to show how much of the “ree 

c 
was understood to say that he had made the ap- 
portionment by doubling the Federal numbers of 
each State for the amount in dollars. 

Mr. FRENCH inquired of the Chair if the | 
amendment opened the whole merits of the subject | 
for discussion ? 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


be confined to the proposition before the House. 


The CHAIR replied, that the discussion must | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he was 
asanxious as any gentleman to discuss this whole 


_ subject, but he hoped the appropriation bill would | 


/not be delayed by a debate on a subject which 


would oceupy weeks, or perhaps months. He 
would suggest, however, that when the Army bill 
came up, it would present an opportunity to bring 


|| up the whole subject. 


Mr. MERCER inquired what possible connec- 


tion had his proposition with appropriations for 
the Army? 


Mr. CAMBRELENG replied by referring to 
the proposed appropriations for the public de- 
fenses of the country, which would open the 


negan, Samuel 8. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 


|| Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, 
'| Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson,Cave Johnson, 


John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, 
Kinnard, Kiingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawier, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lueas,. Lyon, Abijah 
Mann, Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, William Mason, — 
Moses Mason, May, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Frank- 
lin Pierce, Dutce J. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phelps, John Rey- 
nolds, Ripley, Roane, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Speight, Standefor, Sutherland, Thomas, . John 
Thomson, Toucey, Towns, ‘Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
Ward, and Webster—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams; Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, John Calhoon, William B. Cathoun, 
Campbell, George Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, 
Evans, Everett, Philo C. Fuller, Granger, Grayson, Griffin, 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, r, Hazeltine, 
Heister, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jackson, 
Janes, Jenifer, Henry nson, Lawrence , Lay, Luke Lea, 
Lewis, Lincola ig Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, 


eCarea, McKa: cKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Morris, 
James A. wares? ye Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
Robertson, Russell, iNiam B. Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Stade, Sloan, , iaferro,Waddy 

» Underwood, Vinton, Washington, Whittlesey, 
and Lewis Williams—75. 


So the House determined that the main ques- 


tion be now put, which © ' 








1836. 
~The CHAIR stated would be on the passage 
of the bill. . 
Mr. MERCER then appealed from the decis- | 
ion of the Chair, and contended that the main | 


question was on the commitment of the bill. 
Mr. SPEIGHT made a few remarks in reply 


to Mr. Mercer, and in favor of the decision of | 


the Chair, urging that the rules and the invariable 
ractice of the House were against the ground | 
assumed by the gentleman from Virginia. 
Mr. M RCER then withdrew his appeal, stat- | 
ing that he was satisfied he was correct in his 
views on this subject. 
The bill was then passed. 
Mr. INGERSOLL, on leave, submitted a res- 
olution, instructing the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary to inquire whether the decisions of the | 


Supreme Court are reported with accuracy and || 


1} 





reed to. 


PEIGHT, the House then 


fidelity; which was 
On motion of Mr. 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Faipay, “April 22, 1836. 

The CHAIR communicated a letter from the 
War Department, transmitting a report from the | 
engineer department, in answer to the resolution 
of the Senate of the 19th instant, inquiring the 
maximum amountthat can be profitably expended 
annually on fortifications; which was read; and 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Joseph 
de la Francia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. NILES presented the memorial of the 
trustees of the Wesleyan University of the State 
of Connecticut, praying that a portion of the pub- 
lic domain may be appropriated to the endow- 
ment of every incorporated college in the United 
States, and that this institution may receive a just 
proportion; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHEPLEY presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Maine, instructing their Sen- 
ators and requesting their Representatives to use 
their exertions to procure_an amendment to the 
Constitution of the Unjted’States, so as to prevent 











| gentlemen who speak to the galleries are still on 
| these occasions; and who else than those who 
| can secure the applause of the galleries will feel 
| free to discuss questions on this floor? It is a 
most unwelcome task to oppose claims, even the 
| claims that have not a scintilla of foundation, on 
| the floor of Congress. To be popular in the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, no man in Congress can be 
| permitted to raise his voice against claimants 
| who come here and make it the interest of those 
| who reside here to help them through. 

| There are hundreds of claims in bills before 


|| Congress that ought not to be allowed; yet how 


| few of these, when they come to be passed on, 
| are even understood by a majority of those who 
| pass on them! Ifthe allowance of these claims 
| went for the benefit of the persons in whose favor 
they purport to be, the injustice to the public, who 
pay them, would not be so flagrant. They gen- 
erally go for the benefit of speculators, who 
purchase them for atrifle, or else cheat the nom- 
inal claimant of the wholeamount. Iam informed 


is now, and has been, extensively concerned in 


have, many years since, been decided against or 





| before Congress. 

| he cannot “buy th 
below twenty-five per cent. of the whole amount | 
is situation as a sub-clerk enables || 


seek for powers of attorney to prosecute them 
His charge for services, when 


recovered. L ! 
him to place his claims in the most favorable 
position. I have seen, while on the Committee 


ferings of the persons in whose names the claim 





is preferred, which statements and reports having 
very little evidence to sustain them, were in the 
handwriting of the clerk, and evidently drawn 
up, not by the committee, but by him, who was 
interested in prosecuting them. 
that, when I first discovered the practices in rela- 
tion to claims prosecuted here, it was not without 


gress has taught me to be no longer surprised at 
anything which is occurring. The management 
of the claim-prosecutors—of those, [ mean, who 
have long successfully cartied on the business— 


| these claims; that his practice has been to hunt | 
up, from the files of Congress, old claims that | 
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tation. This might have been a good argument 
for the foundation of a bargain to be made with 
surgeons’ mates at the time the service was per- 
formed ; but it seems to be too late for the United 
States to volunteer such an argument as this for 
the purpose of getting rid of some of its surplus 
funds — 7 after the account for service has 
been settled and paid. Were not the soldiers of 
the Revolution as much exposed in the service as 
the officers? And if the argument of exposure be 
a good one as applied to the surgeons’ mates, 
will it not be equally legitimate as applied to the 
poor soldiers? Are they not way entitled to 
commutation pay? The Senator from Maine, 
{[Mr. Suertey,] of those who were disposed to 
go to the bottom in investigating these commu- 








| tation claims, is yet left on the Committee of Rev- 


| olutionary Claims; is it 


| after legislation in favor of surgeons’ mates? 


ossible that he makes 
one of the committee which now unites in 4 
so, I can only say—*t Ephraim is joined to his 


‘| idols—let him alone.’’ 


that a sub-clerk, in another part of this Capitol, || 


laid aside as hopeless; and, in the recess, to take | 
| journeys in different parts of the country and | 


on Revolutionary Claims, elaborate statements | 
and reports in favor of the claims, setting forth | 
in the most glowing colors the services or the suf- | 


I will confess | 


|| forty years. 
surprise; but an experience of five years in Con- | 


The other commutation claim is for interest 


| on a former allowance to the heirs of two revolu- 
| tionary officers by the names of Bond and 


Douglass, who died while in commission, and 
one of them, I believe, before he had entered the 
service: This is one of the numerous cases 
hunted out of the files of Congress by the indi- 
viduak to whom I have allutled, and in which a 


o : || former clerk of the House of Representatives 
e claim for a trifle, is never | 


appeared asthe agent. Whenthe first allowance 
was made, the name of another officer (Holmes) 
was included in the allowance of commutation: 
that name was stricken out of the bill, because, by 
the merest chance, it was found that the commu- 
tation had been paid. The state of the case was 
this: It was found that afew officers, having color 
of claim to commutation pay, were not included 
in the resolutions; and ewe case was brought 
before Congress for special allowance. A bill 
wes reported, and, after a long discussion, the 
names of Bond, Douglass, and Holmes were 
stricken out, as not coming within the spirit of 
the resolutions, while others were reiained. 
These old proceedings on the files rested for some 
The heirs of the deceased officers 
would probably never have thought of applyin 

for commutation, had not the cases been hunte 

out of the files by persons in the employ of Con- 
gress. After some discussion, a majority of the 
committee of the Senate took a different view of 


any future election, by the House of Representa- 
tives, of the President, and by the Senate, of the 
Vice President. 

Mr. SHEPLEY also presented resolutions of 
the same Legislature, instructing their Senators 
and requesting their Representatives in Congress 


| is most adroit. They pressnothing hard till near | 
| the close of the session; and when this period | 
| arrives, when there is not time left to discuss or | 
| inquire into anything, and when the bars and | 
| gates are for the moment left open, the claims | 


the evidence from that previously taken by Con- 
gress, and agreed to report the bill, simply allow- 
ing commutation without interest, which passed. 
Having thus succeeded in procuring the principal 
of what might always be considered a doubtful 


to use their exertions to procure adequate appro- 
priations for fortifications for the defense of the 
coast of Maine. 


THANKFUL RANDALL. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the bill from the 
House for the relief of Thankful Randall, reported 
the same without amendment, and stated that the 
committee recommended its rejection. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That from and after the 
in the year 1836, ne but gold and silver coin ought to be 
received in payment for public lands; and that the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands be instructed to report a bill 

y- 


WIDOWS OF COLONELS BOND AND DOUGLASS. 


The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of the widows of Colonel William Bond and 
Colonel William Douglass, of the revolutionary 
army, deceased, came up on its third reading; 


when 

_Mr. HILL said that most questions having a 
direct political bearing produced in this body 
long and animated discussions. Subjects having 
no connection with the proper business of legis- 
lation, agitating: subjects, are here introduced, 
and debated for weeks. Yet, when bills are pro- 
posed, taking from.the Treasury thousands, tens, 
and even hundreds of thousands, for the benefit 
of individuals, there seems to be a perfect lassi- 
tude, an almost entire indifference. ‘The debating 





day of ——, 


pass through both Houses of Congress in 
floods. 

The two bills, having relation to what is called 
the commutation claims of the Revolution, which 
were ordered to a third reading on Thursday, 
and one of which has just now been read, if 
passed, will establish precedents which will throw 
a burden on the Treasury of at least ten times 
the amount of all the surplus now in the Treas- 
ury. It seems strange to me that generally those 
gentlemen most anxious to dissipate at a single 
blow twenty-seven millions of money now in 
the Treasury, by adistribution among the States, 
should almost always be on the side of claims 
presented here. If the minority shall have a di- 
rect interest to throw the Administration into a 
state of embarrassment by voting more money to 
be expended than the Treasury possesses, the 
majority must have an interest to prevent that 
state of things. 

One of the two commutation claims allows 
commutation to a surgeon’s mate of the revolu- 
tionary army. Over and over again has it been 
decided that surgeons’ mates were not included 
in any resolution of the old Congress ting 
commutation. I was not a little surprised to hear 
it announced by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Leicu] that the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims are now unanimous in favor of allowing 
commutation to syrgeons’ mates; and the reason 
offered by the Senator for making this. allowance 
was most singular. Other. officers, less exposed 


than surgeons” mates, being expressly named in 
the resolutions, were allowed commutation ; there- 


fore surgeons’ mates ought to be allowed commu- 


} 


| 


| 








|| for interest, amounti : 
'||much as the original commutation—probabiy 
| from ten to twenty thousand dollars in each case. 


claim, the agents now follow up with the claim 
to two or three times as 


If interest shall now be allowed on this claim, 
there is no claim which has ever been presented 
and allowed which cannot claint interest; and 
hundreds of millions of money will be still due 
to those who have been et paid by the 
Government for the services they have rendered. 
It.is worthy of remark, that these claims for 
commutation, which come in upon us as a flood, 
had quietly rested for nearly half a century, and 
were never thought of until the pension law of 
1828 had sed. Itis a fact, that not only the 
officers and their heirs who were entitled to com- 
mutation, and had received it, but such as were 
not entitled to it, and never expected it, in differ- 
ent sections of the country, have beeh written to 
by persons offering to act as agents to prosecute 
and recover their claims. The Senator from Vir- 
inia, (Mr. Tyter,] who has recently resigned 
is seat, had presented many petitions for com- 
mutation during the present session, some of which 
I know had been repeatedly decided against by 
former committees of the Senate. I know not 
whether these petitions’ have or have not been 
disposed of by the committee. Since the immense 
grants of land scrip that have passed to Virginia 
Officers, there seems to be a general idea that every 
officer who has obtained land ia entitled to 
commutation also; and it would seem as if every 
man, woman, and child in Virginia, who had a 
male ancestor (whether Whig or Tory) living in 
the time of the Revolution, would suppose 


> 
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oe 
ancestor to be an officer, and to be entitled both || items while the country was on the brink of ruin, 
to land and to commutation. tthere was to small matters. He hoped the 
The truth probably is, that there are not half | money of the Government would be taken out 
a dozen officers on the rolls of the Revolution | of the hands of these public plunderers, and that 
who were entitled to commutation, who did not | Congress would not saben till it made an equi- 
receive it nearly half a one prior to the pre- || table disposition of it. 
sentation of these claims. If they did not receive Mr. LEIGH said if he had any zeal in this 
it, the fault was not withthe Government. Every || matter, it was founded on justice; and ina matter 
officer living, and the heirs of every officer de- || of this kind, although it was small, he would 
ceased, knew when such officer was entitled to || measure out justice in the same manner he would 
the pay, and received it according to the terms of /|,in any tribunal or court of justice to the last 
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the several resolutions of Congress. After the || 
revolutionary claims had been barred by a law || 
of limitation, the time was more thar once ex- || 
tended by Congress, until probably not a single || 
bona fide claim was left. And now, if, in conse- || 
quence of casualty or mistake, any case remains, || 
is there any obligation of the nation to pay any || 
thing beyond the principal? It would seem that || 
the public generosity never can satisfy those who | 
have been most liberally dealt with. The allow- | 
ance of commutation pay in the cases of Bond || 
and Douglass first made was a stretch of gene- || 
rosity far beyond what would be expected in any || 


case between individuals; and now to come in 


for a claim of interest equal to twice or thrice the || 


amount first granted almost exceeds the pre- 


have given him a dinner, claims the perpetual 
right to feed from your table without so mych as 
an offer of thanks for your generosit 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator from 
shire [Mr. ae had been here five years; and 
was it possible that, within that period, one little 
clerk was the only corrupt officer he had found in 
the Government? 
into the Post Office and ot 


signalize himself by one more vote with him on | 
the distribution of the surplus, instead of leaving 
it to be eaten up by the rats, or squandered away 
by the industry of the clerks. 

Mr. HILL would cheerfully go with the Sen- 


of the surplus revenue, if he couid be convinced | 
there would be any surplus to be distributed after 
the pret appropriations had passed, and he 
could do it without violating his conscience in 
regard to constitutional difficulties. He was 
fearful, however, that the gentleman [Mr. Cray] | 
did notalways vote as patriotically as he preached. | 
He was willing to go as far as the Senator 
from Kentucky, or any other, in ferreting out 
corruptions. He had no claims to eloquence, | 
and therefore would acknowledge his inferior- 
ye as a public speaker, to the Senator from | 
entacky. 

Mr. CLAY said the gentleman [Mr. Hit] had || 
done himself great injustice when he acknowl- || 
edged his inferiority in public speaking; for he || 
(Mr. C.) liked his extemporaneous speaking || 
better than the speeches he read. There was | 
great point, and even eloquence,in it. The gen- | 
tleman had pledged himself to go for this measure || 
of distributing the surplus revenue in case he || 
could be satisfied there were surplus funds to dis- || 
tribute, and he could get over his constitutional || 
difficulties, He (Mr. C.) promised him that he || 
could, when he took up that subject, show there || 
were no constitutional difficulties, and that there | 
were $27,000,000 to distribute. 1] 

Mr. HILL said it was evident that the right 
of those persons to commutations was not per- 
fect until after the passage of the bill. Their 
failure in 1792 to establish it left them without | 
remedy. If they were included under the reso- | 
lution, there was no necessity for any law, and | 
if they established the precedent of allowing in- || 
terest, they would bring in all the pensioners | 
be were stricken from the list under the law of } 
1818, 

Mr. CALHOUN, after some remarks 
the bill, said he did not see why the Senate should 
be so very particular about these small matters, 
when their attention was so little directed to the 
millions of money in the deposit banks, independ- 
ont af De re: ee stock in the k 
of the Unite tes, an money arising from 
the Chickasaw purchase. He raked the hun- 
dredth part of the zeal was directed to these large 








New Hamp- | 


er Departments, he || 
would find many more instances of corruption. || 
That Senator and himself had gone together in || 
©pposition to the mints; and he wished he might || 


He oven, if he would look || 





farthing. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had no personal ref- 
erence to the-Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. LEIGH then went into an argument of 
some length in favor of the justice of the 
claim. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was against establishing a 
precedent for the payment of interest. It was but 
seldom he concurred in opinion with the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun;] and, as 
they coincided now on this bill, it gave him 
pleasure to state that concurrence. But, in regard 
to our being on the brink of ruin, two years ago 
it was stated we were on the brink of ruin, be- 
cause there was no money in the Treasury; and 


| now, because we have an overflowing Treasury, 
sumption of the sturdy beggar, who, because you || 
the distribution of the surplus fund was made, 


we are said to be on the brink of ruin; and when 


which he believed would be done before the ses- 
sion closed, he expected, in two or three years 
more, they aodh hear we were again on the 
brink of ruin, because it had been distributed. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
SHEPLEY, WALKER, WHITE, KING of 
Alabama, DAVIS, and PRENTISS, 

The question was then taken on the final pas- 
sage of the bill; and it was passed—yeas 22, nays 
21; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Crittenden, Davis, Goldsborough, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, 


| Moore, Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 


Shepley, Southard, Tomlinson, Webster, and White—22. 
NAYS—Mezsers. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 

houn, Clay, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ohio, Grundy, Hill, King 

of Alabama, King of Georgia, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Rob- 


ator from Kentucky in voting for the distribution || ‘"*" Ruggles, Switt, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—21. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to Ss a a gpa for a limited time the 
net proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States, and to grant i:nds to certain 
States, came up as the special order, the question 
being on Mr. Wacxer’s amendment given in 
yesterday ’s proceedings. 

Mr. WALKER then addressed the Senate in 
favor of the amendment. 

The question was taken on Mr. Watxer’s 
amendment; and it was lost—yeas 9, nays 26; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, King of Alabama, Moore, 
Morris, Nicholas, Robinson, Ruggics and Walker—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Ewing of Obio, Goidsborough, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, Leigh, McKean, Naudain, 
Niles, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Shepley, Southard, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Wall, and White—26. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following amend? 
ment; which was ordered to be printed: 

‘To come in after the word “ net proceeds” — 
which net proceeds shall be ascertained to be the balance 
which remains, after deducting from the gross proceeds all 
expenses for the year on account of public lands, to wit: 

1. Appropriations for the General Land Office. 

2. Appropriations for the surveyor general’s offices. 

3. Appropriations for surveying public lands. 

4. Appropriations for salaries and commissions to regia- 


| ters and receivers. 


Appropriations for annuities to Indians on account of 


uit purchase of lands. 


6. Appropriations for holding treaties for the purchase of 
lands. 

7. Appropriations for amounts paid within the year for 
the extinction of Indian titles. 

8. Appropriations for removing Indians from the lands 
purchased from them. 

9. Appropriations for the five per centum allowed by com- 
pact to the States in which the lands lie. 


Mr. ROBINSON also informally offered the fol- 


inst | lowing amendment for the consideration of the 
Senate; which was laid on the table: 


_ Sec. —. And be it further enacted, ‘That ali lands belong- 
ing to we United States, which comes been, or eee may 
subject to entry at private sale fortwenty years up- 
wards, and have not been sold, shall hereaiter be sold 
= ore per — and at a reduction ns aed 
m eve ve until the 
reduced to fi wed pron rong ne 


The Senate then adjourned. 


se 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, 4pril 22, 1836. 
Mr. LANE moved to correct the Journal of 
yesterday in reference to his vote on the previoug 


| question, upon the general appropriation bill. His 


name was recorded in the affirmative, whilst he 


| had voted in the negative. 


The correction was ordered to be raade accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals, reported certain documents from the 
| War Department, in reference to the construction 
of the Cumberland road west of Ohio; which 
| were ordered to be prited. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions and papers connected with claims be- 
fore the House were B nrige on leave, by. 
| Messrs. BEALE, LOYALL, TALIAFERRO, 
| REYNOLDS of Illinois, CARTER, MORGAN, 
FRY, KINNARD, HAZELTINE, LYON, and 
CASEY, and appropriately referred. 

{[Mr. Reynotps, of Illinois, presented the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Madison county, [lli- 
nois, to the ene of Reprentatives, and on his 
motion, it was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. This petition states, that a sec- 
tion of land, being the sixteenth; was reserved 
for the use of schools in a certain township in 
said county; and that a preémption of the same 
was granted away, and the school section first 
reserved was selected by the register and re- 
ceiver without the knowledge or consent of the 
inhabitants of the township on lands that are 
almost valueless and unproductive. On this con- 
sideration the petition prays relief, ] 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills; 
which were read twice and committed: A bill for 
the relief of John Scott; and a bill for the relief 
of Travis Fritters. ; 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, reported, with an amend- 
ment, a bill from the Senate confirming claims 
to land in Missouri, and for other purposes; and 
the same was committed. 

Mr. HARRISON, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills, the first of which 
was ordered to be engrossed, and the second com- 
mitted: A bill for the relief of Robert Murray; 
and a bill for the relf€f ‘of the legal representa- 
tives of Henry Deuchouquitte. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported, with an amendment, 
a bill from the Senate to amend the act for the 
better organization of the district courts of the 
United States in the State of Alabama; which 
was committed. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of James Mackey; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill in addition to, and in 
amendment of, the act providing for certain per- 
sons engaged in the land and naval service of the 
United States in the revolutionary war; which 
was read twice, and committed, 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported~a bill for the 
improvement of Pennsylvania avenue, for the 
erection of a bridge over Rock Creek, and for the 
improvement of the streets around the Capitol 
square; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. COFFEE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to prouies for the pay- 
ment of expenses incurred for supplies furnished 
the militia engaged in the service of the United 
States in Florida; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

-Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Bazle 
Brown; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice, and committed: 
bein depraved of their fights of pretmaption under 

in deprived of their émption 
the act of 19th June, 1834, by locating Indian res- 


ervations, or any floating rights granted by Con- 
gress; and 
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